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Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor!!! 
Perhaps the most important facing us today is to defend Mother Earth. 
Our common home is being pillaged, laid waste and harmed with impunity. Cowardice in defending it is 
a grave sin. We see with growing disappointment how one international summit after another takes place 
without any significant result.  
We cannot allow certain interests – interests which are global but not universal – to take over, to 
dominate states and international organizations, and to continue destroying creation.  
People and their movements are called to cry out, to mobilize and to demand – peacefully, but firmly – 
that appropriate and urgently-needed measures be taken. I ask you, in the name of God, to defend Mother 
Earth.  
 
The future of humanity does not lie solely in the hands of great leaders, the great powers and the elites. It 
is fundamentally in the hands of peoples and in their ability to organize.  
It is in their hands, which can guide with humility and conviction this process of change. I am with you. 
Let us together say from the heart: no family without lodging, no rural worker without land, no laborer 
without rights, no people without sovereignty, no individual without dignity, no child without childhood, 
no young person without a future, no elderly person without a venerable old age.  
Keep up your struggle and, I ask God our Father to accompany you and to bless you, to fill you with his 
love and defend you on your way by granting you in abundance that strength which keeps us on our feet: 
that strength is hope, the hope which does not disappoint.  

 
Pope Francis 
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Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor!!! 
  

 
“The earth, our home,” according to Pope Francis “is beginning to look more and more 
like a pile of filth.” Pollution and climate change that results to more typhoons, 
flooding, droughts and diseases are bringing suffering to everyone especially the poor. 

 There is now very little debate that most global warning in recent decades is due to 
the great concentration of greenhouse gases released mainly as a result of human 
activity. Particularly because of our throw away culture and our irresponsible use and 
abuse of the goods of the earth. “Due to avarice, arrogance and apathy.” 

 Each of us is now called to recognize the need for changes in life style, 
production and consumption to combat the warming. Nevertheless, self-improvement 
on the part of the individuals will not by itself remedy the complex situation our world 
is facing today. Social problems must be addressed by community networks and not 
simply the sum of individual good deeds. “The ecological conversion needed to bring 
about lasting change must also be community (and global) conversion.” 

 This issue, like the previous issues, contain many living examples of these 
“individual and community conversions.” We do not judge them first by what they say 
but by what they do. 
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NETWORK 
EJ Anzorena, SJ 
October 2015 
 
Nepal  

Distribution of GI Sheets to 119 Families 
July 6, 2015 

 
Lumanti Support Group for Shelter in coordination 
with the District Disaster Management Committee 
and in partnership with CORD Aid started 
distributing GI sheets to earthquake affected families 
in Dhaibung Ward 8 of Rasuwa district for the 
construction of temporary shelter.  

In the first phase of the distribution 119 families 
received 2 bundles of GI sheets each. The 
construction of temporary shelters in the 
communities already started. 

For further information: 
http://www.lumanti.org.np 
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A Prayer for Our Earth 
 

All-powerful God,  
you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

hat we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live  

as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
 

O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 

so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives,  

that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

 
Touch the hearts 

of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united 
with every creature 

as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace 

 
By Francis 
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South Africa 

FEDUP’s Women-Driven Data Capturing 
By Yolande Hendler on March 11, 2015 

By Anni Beukes  
 
Last week, the South African SDI Alliance’s Data 
Capturing Team reported back to the South African 
Federation’s (FEDUP) community leaders in Cape 
Town on their work over the past eight months. 

This team have not only assisted in co-designing 
and beta testing of some of the key features of the 
newly designed data-capturing platform in order to 
ensure that it is SDI federation friendly, but have also 
captured all the historic data and supported some 
other federations in capturing and verifying some of 
their newer (especially mapping) data.  

During the demonstration, six longstanding 
federation members were taken through the steps of 
capturing data on the Informal Settlement Profile and 

Boundary Mapping forms by their younger 
colleagues. 

One finger at a time, the mamas each captured a 
profile and saw their data become available – as well 
as the 1,198 profiles and 190 boundary maps 
available for South Africa.  

In total this team has captured or supported the 
capturing of roughly 7,000 profiles (historic and 
standardized) and over 800 boundary maps from 
across the globe!  

This project would not have been possible without 
their valuable support!  

For further information: 
Web: sa.sdialliance/blog 
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THEMES 
E.J. Anzorena, SJ 
October 2015 

 
Excerpts of the Speech of the Pope at the  
World Meeting of Popular Movements  

 
Good afternoon! 

Several months ago, we met in Rome, and I 
remember that first meeting.  

During our first meeting in Rome, I sensed 
something very beautiful: fraternity, determination, 
commitment, a thirst for justice. Today, in Santa Cruz 
de la Sierra, I sense it once again. I thank you for that. 
I also know that many people in the Church feel very 
close to the popular movements. That makes me very 
happy! 

 Today God has granted that we meet again. The 
Bible tells us that God hears the cry of his people, 
and I wish to join my voice to yours in calling for 
land, lodging and labor for all our brothers and sisters. 
I said it and I repeat it: these are sacred rights. It is 
important, it is well worth fighting for them. May the 
cry of the excluded be heard in Latin America and 
throughout the world. 

 
1. Let us begin by acknowledging that change is 

needed. Here I would clarify, that I am speaking 
about problems common to all Latin Americans and, 
more generally, to humanity as a whole. They are 
global problems which today no one state can resolve 
on its own. 

In your letters and in our meetings, you have 
mentioned the many forms of exclusion and injustice 
which you experience in the workplace, in 
neighborhoods and throughout the land. They are 
many and diverse, just as many and diverse are the 
ways in which you confront them. Yet there is an 
invisible thread joining every one of those forms of 
exclusion: can we recognize it? These are not isolated 
issues. I wonder whether we can see that these 
destructive realities are part of a system which has 
become global. Do we realize that that system has 
imposed the mentality of profit at any price, with no 
concern for social exclusion or the destruction of 
nature? 

If such is the case, I would insist to say it: we 
want change, real change, and structural change. This 
system is by now intolerable: farmworkers find it 
intolerable, laborers find it intolerable, communities 
find it intolerable, peoples find it intolerable … The 

earth itself – our sister, Mother Earth, as Saint Francis 
would say – also finds it intolerable. 

Today I wish to reflect with you on the change we 
want and need. You know that recently I wrote about 
the problems of climate change. But now I would like 
to speak of change in another sense. Positive change, 
a change which is good for us, a change – we can say 
– which is redemptive. Because we need it. I know 
that you are looking for change, and not just you 
alone: in my different meetings, in my different 
travels, I have sensed an expectation, a longing, and a 
yearning for change, in people throughout the world. 
Even within that ever smaller minority which 
believes that the present system is beneficial, there is 
a widespread sense of dissatisfaction and even 
despondency. Many people are hoping for a change 
capable of releasing them from the bondage of 
individualism and the despondency it spawns. 

Time, my brothers and sisters, seems to be 
running out; we are not yet tearing one another apart, 
but we are tearing apart our common home. Today, 
the scientific community realizes what the poor have 
long told us: harm, perhaps irreversible harm, is 
being done to the ecosystem. The earth, entire 
peoples and individual persons are being brutally 
punished. And behind all this pain, death and 
destruction there is the stench of what Basil of 
Caesarea called “the dung of the devil”. An 
unfettered pursuit of money rules. The service of the 
common good is left behind. Once capital becomes 
an idol and guides people’s decisions, once greed for 
money presides over the entire socioeconomic system, 
it ruins society, it condemns and enslaves men and 
women, it destroys human fraternity, it sets people 
against one another and, as we clearly see, it even 
puts at risk our common home. 

What can I do, as collector of paper, old clothes or 
used metal, a recycler, about all these problems if I 
barely make enough money to put food on the table? 
What can I do as a craftsman, a street vendor, a 
trucker, a downtrodden worker, if I don’t even enjoy 
workers’ rights? What can I do, a farmwife, a native 
woman, a fisher who can hardly fight the domination 
of the big corporations? What can I do from my little 
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home, my shanty, my hamlet, my settlement, when I 
daily meet with discrimination and marginalization? 
What can be done by those students, those young 
people, those activists, those missionaries who come 
to my neighborhood with their hearts full of hopes 
and dreams, but without any real solution for my 
problems? A lot! They can do a lot. You, the lowly, 
the exploited, the poor and underprivileged, can do, 
and are doing, a lot. I would even say that the future 
of humanity is in great measure in your own hands, 
through your ability to organize and carry out 
creative alternatives, through your daily efforts to 
ensure the three “L’s” (labor, lodging, land) and 
through your proactive participation in the great 
processes of change on the national, regional and 
global levels. Don’t lose heart! 

 
2. You are sowers of change. Here in Bolivia I 

have heard a phrase which I like: “process of change”. 
Change seen not as something which will one day 
result from any one political decision or change in 
social structure. We know from painful experience 
that changes of structure which are not accompanied 
by a sincere conversion of mind and heart sooner or 
later end up in bureaucratization, corruption and 
failure. That is why I like the image of a “process”, 
where the drive to sow, to water seeds which others 

will see sprout, replaces the ambition to occupy every 
available position of power and to see immediate 
results. Each of us is just one part of a complex and 
differentiated whole, interacting in time: peoples who 
struggle to find meaning, a destiny, and to live with 
dignity, to “live well”. 

As members of popular movements, you carry out 
your work inspired by fraternal love, which you show 
in opposing social injustice. When we look into the 
eyes of the suffering, when we see the faces of the 
endangered campesino, the poor laborer, the 
downtrodden native, the homeless family, the 
persecuted migrant, the unemployed young person, 
the exploited child, the mother who lost her child in a 
shootout because the barrio was occupied by drug 
dealers, the father who lost his daughter to 
enslavement…. when we think of all those names and 
faces, our hearts break because of so much sorrow 
and pain.  And we are deeply moved…. We are 
moved because “we have seen and heard” not a cold 
statistic but the pain of a suffering humanity, our own 
pain, our own flesh. This is something quite different 
than abstract theorizing or eloquent indignation. It 
moves us; it makes us attentive to others in an effort 
to move forward together. That emotion which turns 
into community action is not something which can be 
understood by reason alone: it has a surplus of 
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meaning which only peoples understand, and it gives 
a special feel to genuine popular movements. 

Each day you are caught up in the storms of 
people’s lives. You have told me about their causes, 
you have shared your own struggles with me, and I 
thank you for that. You, dear brothers and sisters, 
often work on little things, in local situations, amid 
forms of injustice which you do not simply accept but 
actively resist, standing up to an idolatrous system 
which excludes, debases and kills. I have seen you 
work tirelessly for the soil and crops of campesinos, 
for their lands and communities, for a more dignified 
local economy, for the urbanization of their homes 
and settlements; you have helped them build their 
own homes and develop neighborhood infrastructures. 
You have also promoted any number of community 
activities aimed at reaffirming so elementary and 
undeniably necessary a right as that of the three 
“L’s”: land, lodging and labor. 

This rootedness in the barrio, the land, the office, 
the labor union, this ability to see yourselves in the 
faces of others, this daily proximity to their share of 
troubles and their little acts of heroism: this is what 
enables you to practice the commandment of love, 
not on the basis of ideas or concepts, but rather on the 
basis of genuine interpersonal encounter. We do not 
love concepts or ideas; we love people... 
Commitment, true commitment, is born of the love of 
men and women, of children and the elderly, of 
peoples and communities… of names and faces 
which fill our hearts. From those seeds of hope 
patiently sown in the forgotten fringes of our planet, 
from those seedlings of a tenderness which struggles 
to grow amid the shadows of exclusion, great trees 
will spring up, great groves of hope to give oxygen to 
our world. 

So I am pleased to see that you are working at 
close hand to care for those seedlings, but at the same 
time, with a broader perspective, to protect the entire 
forest. Your work is carried out against a horizon 
which, while concentrating on your own specific area, 
also aims to resolve at their root the more general 
problems of poverty, inequality and exclusion. 

I congratulate you on this. It is essential that, 
along with the defense of their legitimate rights, 
peoples and their social organizations be able to 
construct a humane alternative to a globalization 
which excludes. You are sowers of change. May God 
grant you the courage, joy, perseverance and passion 
to continue sowing. Be assured that sooner or later 
we will see its fruits. Of the leadership I ask this: be 
creative and never stop being rooted in local realities, 
since the father of lies is able to usurp noble words, 
to promote intellectual fads and to adopt ideological 
stances. But if you build on solid foundations, on real 

needs and on the lived experience of your brothers 
and sisters, of campesinos and natives, of excluded 
workers and marginalized families, you will surely be 
on the right path. 

The Church cannot and must not remain aloof 
from this process in her proclamation of the Gospel. 
Many priests and pastoral workers carry out an 
enormous work of accompanying and promoting the 
excluded throughout the world, alongside 
cooperatives, favoring businesses, providing housing, 
working generously in the fields of health, sports and 
education. I am convinced that respectful cooperation 
with the popular movements can revitalize these 
efforts and strengthen processes of change. 

Let us always have at heart the Virgin Mary, a 
humble girl from small people lost on the fringes of a 
great empire, a homeless mother who could turn a 
stable for beasts into a home for Jesus with just a few 
swaddling clothes and much tenderness. Mary is a 
sign of hope for peoples suffering the birth pangs of 
justice. I pray that Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
patroness of Bolivia, will allow this meeting of ours 
to be a leaven of change. 

 
3. Lastly, I would like us all to consider some 

important tasks for the present historical moment, 
since we desire a positive change for the benefit of all 
our brothers and sisters.. 

 
3.1 The first task is to put the economy at the 

service of peoples. Human beings and nature must 
not be at the service of money. Let us say NO to an 
economy of exclusion and inequality, where money 
rules, rather than service. That economy kills. That 
economy excludes. That economy destroys Mother 
Earth. 

The economy should not be a mechanism for 
accumulating goods, but rather the proper 
administration of our common home. This entails a 
commitment to care for that home and to the fitting 
distribution of its goods among all. It is not only 
about ensuring a supply of food or “decent 
sustenance”. Nor, although this is already a great step 
forward, is it to guarantee the three “L’s” of land, 
lodging and labor for which you are working. A truly 
communitarian economy, one might say an economy 
of Christian inspiration, must ensure peoples’ dignity 
and their “general, temporal welfare and 
prosperity”.[1] This includes the three “L’s”, but also 
access to education, health care, new technologies, 
artistic and cultural manifestations, communications, 
sports and recreation. A just economy must create the 
conditions for everyone to be able to enjoy a 
childhood without want, to develop their talents when 
young, to work with full rights during their active 
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years and to enjoy a dignified retirement as they grow 
older. It is an economy where human beings, in 
harmony with nature, structure the entire system of 
production and distribution in such a way that the 
abilities and needs of each individual find suitable 
expression in social life. You, and other peoples as 
well, sum up this desire in a simple and beautiful 
expression: “to live well”. 

Such an economy is not only desirable and 
necessary, but also possible. It is no utopia or chimera. 
It is an extremely realistic prospect. We can achieve it. 
The available resources in our world, the fruit of the 
intergenerational labors of peoples and the gifts of 
creation, more than suffice for the integral 
development of “each man and the whole man”.[2] 
The problem is of another kind. There exists a system 
with different aims. A system which, while 
irresponsibly accelerating the pace of production, 
while using industrial and agricultural methods which 
damage Mother Earth in the name of “productivity”, 
continues to deny many millions of our brothers and 
sisters their most elementary economic, social and 
cultural rights. This system runs counter to the plan 
of Jesus. 

Working for a just distribution of the fruits of the 
earth and human labor is not mere philanthropy. It is 
a moral obligation. For Christians, the responsibility 
is even greater: it is a commandment. It is about 
giving to the poor and to peoples what is theirs by 
right. The universal destination of goods is not a 
figure of speech found in the Church’s social 
teaching. It is a reality prior to private property. 
Property, especially when it affects natural resources, 
must always serve the needs of peoples. And those 
needs are not restricted to consumption. It is not 
enough to let a few drops fall whenever the poor 
shake a cup which never runs over by itself. Welfare 
programs geared to certain emergencies can only be 
considered temporary responses. They will never be 
able to replace true inclusion, an inclusion which 
provides worthy, free, creative, participatory and 
solidary work. 

Along this path, popular movements play an 
essential role, not only by making demands and 
lodging protests, but even more basically by being 
creative. You are social poets: creators of work, 
builders of housing, producers of food, above all for 
people left behind by the world market. 

I have seen at first hand a variety of experiences 
where workers united in cooperatives and other forms 
of community organization were able to create work 
where there were only crumbs of an idolatrous 
economy. Recuperated businesses, local fairs and 
cooperatives of paper collectors are examples of that 
popular economy which is born of exclusion and 

which, slowly, patiently and resolutely adopts 
solidary forms which dignify it. How different this is 
than the situation which results when those left 
behind by the formal market are exploited like 
slaves! 

Governments which make it their responsibility to 
put the economy at the service of peoples must 
promote the strengthening, improvement, 
coordination and expansion of these forms of popular 
economy and communitarian production. This entails 
bettering the processes of work, providing adequate 
infrastructures and guaranteeing workers their full 
rights in this alternative sector. When the state and 
social organizations join in working for the three 
“L’s”, the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity 
come into play; and these allow the common good to 
be achieved in a full and participatory democracy. 

 
3.2.  The second task is to unite our peoples on the 

path of peace and justice. 
The world’s peoples want to be artisans of their 

own destiny. They want to advance peacefully 
towards justice. They do not want forms of tutelage 
or interference by which those with greater power 
subordinate those with less. They want their culture, 
their language, their social processes and their 
religious traditions to be respected. No actual or 
established power has the right to deprive peoples of 
the full exercise of their sovereignty. Whenever they 
do so, we see the rise of new forms of colonialism 
which seriously prejudice the possibility of peace and 
justice. For “peace is founded not only on respect for 
human rights but also on respect for the rights of 
peoples, in particular the right to independence”.[3] 

The peoples of Latin America fought to gain their 
political independence and for almost two centuries 
their history has been dramatic and filled with 
contradictions, as they have striven to achieve full 
independence. 

In recent years, after any number of 
misunderstandings, many Latin American countries 
have seen the growth of fraternity between their 
peoples. The governments of the region have pooled 
forces in order to ensure respect for the sovereignty 
of their own countries and the entire region, which 
our forebears so beautifully called the “greater 
country”. I ask you, my brothers and sisters of the 
popular movements, to foster and increase this unity. 
It is necessary to maintain unity in the face of every 
effort to divide, if the region is to grow in peace and 
justice. 

Despite the progress made, there are factors which 
still threaten this equitable human development and 
restrict the sovereignty of the countries of the 
“greater country” and other areas of our planet. The 
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new colonialism takes on different faces. At times it 
appears as the anonymous influence of mammon: 
corporations, loan agencies, certain “free trade” 
treaties, and the imposition of measures of “austerity” 
which always tighten the belt of workers and the poor. 
The bishops of Latin America denounce this with 
utter clarity in the Aparecida Document, stating that 
“financial institutions and transnational companies 
are becoming stronger to the point that local 
economies are subordinated, especially weakening 
the local states, which seem ever more powerless to 
carry out development projects in the service of their 
populations”.[4]  At other times, under the noble 
guise of battling corruption, the narcotics trade and 
terrorism – grave evils of our time which call for 
coordinated international action – we see states being 
saddled with measures which have little to do with 
the resolution of these problems and which not 
infrequently worsen matters. 

Similarly, the monopolizing of the 
communications media, which would impose 
alienating examples of consumerism and a certain 
cultural uniformity, is another one of the forms taken 
by the new colonialism. It is ideological colonialism. 

As the African bishops have observed, poor countries 
are often treated like “parts of a machine, cogs on a 
gigantic wheel” 

It must be acknowledged that none of the grave 
problems of humanity can be resolved without 
interaction between states and peoples at the 
international level. Every significant action carried 
out in one part of the planet has universal, ecological, 
social and cultural repercussions. Even crime and 
violence have become globalized. Consequently, no 
government can act independently of a common 
responsibility. If we truly desire positive change, we 
have to humbly accept our interdependence. 
Interaction, however, is not the same as imposition; it 
is not the subordination of some to serve the interests 
of others. Colonialism, both old and new, which 
reduces poor countries to mere providers of raw 
material and cheap labor, engenders violence, poverty, 
forced migrations and all the evils which go hand in 
hand with these, precisely because, by placing the 
periphery at the service of the center, it denies those 
countries the right to an integral development. That is 
inequality, and inequality generates a violence which 
no police, military, or intelligence resources can 
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control. 
Let us say NO to forms of colonialism old and 

new. Let us say YES to the encounter between 
peoples and cultures. Blessed are the peacemakers. 

Here I wish to bring up an important issue. Some 
may rightly say, “When the Pope speaks of 
colonialism, he overlooks certain actions of the 
Church”. I say this to you with regret: many grave 
sins were committed against the native peoples of 
America in the name of God. My predecessors 
acknowledged this, CELAM has said it, and I too 
wish to say it. Like Saint John Paul II, I ask that the 
Church “kneel before God and implore forgiveness 
for the past and present sins of her sons and 
daughters”. I would also say, and here I wish to be 
quite clear, as was Saint John Paul II: I humbly ask 
forgiveness, not only for the offenses of the Church 
herself, but also for crimes committed against the 
native peoples during the so-called conquest of 
America. 

I also ask everyone, believers and nonbelievers 
alike, to think of those many bishops, priests and laity 
who preached and continue to preach the Good News 
of Jesus with courage and meekness, respectfully and 
pacifically; who left behind them impressive works 
of human promotion and of love, often standing 
alongside the native peoples or accompanying their 
popular movements even to the point of martyrdom. 
The Church, her sons and daughters, are part of the 
identity of the peoples of Latin America. An identity 
which here, as in other countries, some powers are 
committed to erasing, at times because our faith is 
revolutionary, because our faith challenges the 
tyranny of mammon. Today we are dismayed to see 
how in the Middle East and elsewhere in the world 
many of our brothers and sisters are persecuted, 
tortured and killed for their faith in Jesus. This too 
needs to be denounced: in this third world war, 
waged peacemeal, which we are now experiencing, a 
form of genocide is taking place, and it must end. 

To our brothers and sisters in the Latin American 
indigenous movement, allow me to express my deep 
affection and appreciation of their efforts to bring 
peoples and cultures together in a form of 
coexistence which I would call polyhedric, where 
each group preserves its own identity by building 
together a plurality which does not threaten but rather 
reinforces unity. Your quest for an inter-culturalism, 

which combines the defense of the rights of the 
native peoples with respect for the territorial integrity 
of states, is for all of us a source of enrichment and 
encouragement. 

 
4. The third task, perhaps the most important 

facing us today, is to defend Mother Earth. 
Our common home is being pillaged, laid waste 

and harmed with impunity. Cowardice in defending it 
is a grave sin. We see with growing disappointment 
how one international summit after another takes 
place without any significant result. There exists a 
clear, definite and pressing ethical imperative to 
implement what has not yet been done. We cannot 
allow certain interests – interests which are global but 
not universal – to take over, to dominate states and 
international organizations, and to continue 
destroying creation. People and their movements are 
called to cry out, to mobilize and to demand – 
peacefully, but firmly – that appropriate and urgently-
needed measures be taken. I ask you, in the name of 
God, to defend Mother Earth. I have duly addressed 
this issue in my Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’. 

 
5. In conclusion, I would like to repeat: the future 

of humanity does not lie solely in the hands of great 
leaders, the great powers and the elites. It is 
fundamentally in the hands of peoples and in their 
ability to organize. It is in their hands, which can 
guide with humility and conviction this process of 
change. I am with you. Let us together say from the 
heart: no family without lodging, no rural worker 
without land, no laborer without rights, no people 
without sovereignty, no individual without dignity, no 
child without childhood, no young person without a 
future, no elderly person without a venerable old age. 
Keep up your struggle and, please, take great care of 
Mother Earth. I pray for you and with you, and I ask 
God our Father to accompany you and to bless you, 
to fill you with his love and defend you on your way 
by granting you in abundance that strength which 
keeps us on our feet: that strength is hope, the hope 
which does not disappoint. Thank you and I ask you, 
please, to pray for me. 

For further information: 
2015-07-10  

Vatican Radio 
 

 



 
October 2015 

10 
 

THEMES 
E.J. Anzorena, SJ 
October 2015   
 

Vatican Hosts World Mayors on  
Climate Change and Human Trafficking 

 
 

The Vatican invited 60 mayors to a two-day 
conference to keep up pressure on world leaders 
ahead of U.N. climate negotiations in Paris later this 
year。	 
 
Some quotes from the Mayors: 

San Francisco Mayor Edwin Lee announced new 
measures of his own, saying the city that takes its 
name from the pope's nature-loving namesake, St. 
Francis of Assisi, would transition its municipal fleet 
of fire trucks, buses and trucks from petroleum diesel 
to renewable energy sources by the end of the year. 

Stockholm Mayor Karin Wanngard said the Paris 
climate talks in December must take fossil fuels off 
the table and focus instead on renewable energy 
sources.  "Climate negotiators must dare to push 
boundaries and exclude fossil fuels as an option and 
reward solutions that are long-term sustainable and 
renewable," she said. 

Stockholm is one of the world's leaders in using 
renewable energy sources, with 75 percent of the 
city's public transport network running on renewable 
energy. Wanngard's goal is to make the Swedish 
capital fossil fuel-free by 2040.  

New York Mayor Bill de Blasio announced his 
city’s plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by a 
further 40 percent over the next fifteen years.  He 

described Pope Francis’ as “the most powerful voice 
on this earth for those whose voice is not being 
heard…he did not convene us here to accept the 
status quo but to indict it.”  

De Blasio is a founding member of an alliance of 
world cities that have committed to reducing 
emissions by 80 percent by 2050 or sooner. 

Governor Jerry Brown, whose state of California 
has enacted some of the most stringent carbon 
emissions policies in the U.S., decried “powerful” 
opposition groups at home which deny global 
warming and “spend billions on trying to keep from 
office” people who believe scientific evidence proves 
the phenomenon exists  

The mayors signed a declaration vowing to work 
to end abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of 
modern slavery, and to develop national resettlement 
and re-integration programs so that those who have 
been trafficked won’t be returned to dangerous 
situations in their home countries. 

On the environment, the mayors’ declaration said 
“human-induced climate change is a scientific 
reality,” and called its effective control “a moral 
imperative for humanity.” 

For further information: 
Vatican news 

 

 



 
SELAVIP 

11 
 

 
THEMES 
E.J. Anzorena, SJ 
October 2015 
 

Popular Movements’ Manifesto to the  
Vatican Mayor’s Meeting  

21-22 July 201 
 

Comité Organizador – EMMP /Charo Castelló (HOAC / MMTC)/ 
Joao Pedro Stédile (MST / Via Campesina)/ Jockin Arputham (NSDF / SDI) / 

Juan Grabois (MTE / CTEP) 
 
 

Dear Mayors and audience,  
Today in each metropolis two cities coexist ... but 

do not live together. One city crushes the other. The 
expelled from the countryside, the discarded from the 
labor market, the evicted from their home, the 
landless, the homeless and the jobless, we are thrown 
into the peripheries as human waste, at the mercy of 
the worst forms of precariousness and exploitation.  

In this context of high vulnerability that affects 2 
billion (2.000 million) people, modern slavery is 
expanded in scandalous forms. This is a business 
where the dead and the exploited are put by us, the 
poor, but the money accumulates in banks of the 
north.  

The response given by the different States is 
mainly reductionist. Sometimes the migrants are 
ruthlessly persecuted even with the pretext of 
protecting them. The wall between the US and 
Mexico, the Mediterranean shipwreck migrants or the 
violence against informal workers are fair examples 
of criminal hypocrisy that must cease.  

Modern slavery is not a police problem but 
merely the consequence of an excluding system. To 
stop this abhorrent crime there is no need of spending 
more in patrolling cars neither on biometric systems. 
Often, police and power are part of the criminal. We 
do not need to give them more power.  

To change these destructive realities -as well as 
punishing the big fishes and their accomplices- you 
must listen to the people who are organizing 
themselves and fighting for their dignity. You must 
empower the poor. Slavery and exclusion are two 
sides of the same coin. There are slaves because 
there are excluded!  

From the Organizing Committee of the World 
Meeting of Popular Movements (WMPM,) that few 
days ago brought thousands of organizations from 40 
countries together with the Pope, we ask you to 
consider 10 proposals to build cities without slaves 
and excluded:  

 
1. Power and participation for the people.  
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Political power must listen to the cry of the poor 
who, despite being the majority, almost never access 
to public office. Officials, as the Pope says, "live and 
think from the comfort of a development and a quality 
of life that are beyond the reach of the majority." 
Thus, our democracies are often merely formal. 
Participation of the popular organizations is critical to 
revitalize democracies. We propose to establish 
permanent consultation mechanisms and 
participatory budgeting, popular councils for each 
sector (housing, employment, childhood, security, 
etc.) and forms of direct democracy recourse in major 
decisions. The protest is a popular expression that 
must be recognized as a right and never suppressed. 
The Pope recognizes that the future of humanity is 
largely in the hands of the organized poor. It is time 
that States do the same.  

 
2. Prioritize the peripheries.  

The Pope indicates that beyond the speeches, the 
excluded "at the time of the concrete action, are often 
left at the bottom". This is particularly evident when 
municipal budgets are analyzed. Inclusion should be 
a political and budgetary priority. In that sense, it is 
urgent to invest in the peripheries, especially informal 
settlements (slums) where now lives a third of 
mankind. The Pope says "nor eradication or 
marginalization: We must continue along the lines of 
urban integration" In that sense, we make his 
proposal ours, that is "all neighborhoods have 
adequate infrastructure" and "security of tenure". 
Denying basic services and in particular drinking 
water is a crime regardless of the legal status of the 
settlement. We propose that States ensure their 
regularization and that States promote million jobs 
through neighbors cooperatives in the framework of 
participatory urban planning for the development of 
social infrastructure, street and roads opening, 
installation of lighting, sewers, drains, water supply, 
housing improvement, maintenance of green spaces, 
stream´s and construction of community spaces.  

 
3. House for everyone.  

It is a scandal that there are homeless families 
when there are so many homes without families. To 
guarantee the right to housing you must curb property 
speculation that creates profits but not households. 
Tenants must be protected and rentals must be 
regulated to prevent abusive profiteering. Evicted 
families cannot be allowed, a lot less without 
providing a housing alternative. When the worker has 
no house, he finds himself exposed to the exploiters 
who offer him a bed in the same workplace/ 
workshop. We propose the creation of millions of 

jobs through self-construction programs, the 
provision of "sites and services" and communally 
owned land and reuse of abandoned housing 
buildings. This can be financed with tax idle 
properties. Not a family homeless!  

 
4. Hospitality to migrants and refugees. 

 Pretending to combat human trafficking and 
adopting a policy of contempt for migrants is a 
contradiction and a huge hypocrisy. Human 
traffickers are largely nurtured by institutional 
xenophobia of some States. The cities that seek to 
eradicate slave labor should hospitably welcome 
migrants and refugees, provide them with 
documentation and give them job opportunities and 
full rights. We propose migrant regularization for 
everyone. No person is illegal. Being a migrant is not 
a crime. Criminals are the reasons that forced them to 
migrate.  

 
5. Dignified and ecological public transport.  

The individualistic car use destroys the living 
together and the environment. The public alternative 
is often a real torture. We propose the use of bike 
paths, heavy investments in metro, trains and other 
forms of collective transportation, integrating the 
informal transport. We ask for no charge tickets or 
differentiated social rates. Urban mobility is 
important to ensure freedom of movement since 
isolation breeds slavery.  

 
6. Dignify the informal sector.  

Persecution of street vendors, street markets, 
artisans, transport workers, recyclers or waste pickers, 
etc. is robbing the poor´s bread. Today the popular 
economy employs 1,500 million excluded. The public 
space is their main means of production: taking it 
away from them is throwing them off to despair and 
that breeds violence. The banning of these activities 
only favors criminal organizations because they end 
up monopolizing them in connivance with the police. 
We propose to institutionalize the popular economy. 
To create with popular participation, inclusive 
regulations for the public space that guarantees a 
harmonic living together and dignified work for our 
colleagues, to promote “recovered businesses/ 
factories” and popular productive centers as 
alternatives against slave labor for our popular 
workers. Assets seized in lawsuits must be reused in 
creating jobs. Public procurement should prioritize 
popular economy production and not “friend- 
capitalism”.  

 
7. Integral and popular ecology.  



 
SELAVIP 

13 
 

The cartoneros (waste pickers) are the top 
recyclers in the whole world but in many cities are 
persecuted because of their work. In a few of them, 
however, their struggle accomplished mixed 
recycling programs that dignified their labor 
conditions. We propose to multiply and deepen these 
recycling policies with social inclusion. The waste 
management must not be an "eco-business" but an 
opportunity to include recyclers and create millions 
of “green co-ops”. Without cartoneros, there is no 
Zero Waste! They prove that "a true ecological 
perspective always becomes a social perspective".  

 
8. Urban- rural integration. 

In rural municipalities, peasant, indigenous and 
agro- ecological production should be promoted. Let 
us remember how the Pope recognized that land 
reform is "a moral obligation". City problems will 
never be solved if the peasants´ exclusion is still a 
fact. Human trafficking also feeds on rural uprooting. 
In each uprooted there is a new urban poor and 
possibly a new exploited. The food we produce can 
contribute to a healthy diet for children in cities, 
malnourished by scarcity or junk food. We propose 
distribution networks and public procurement to 
ensure incomes for farmers and lead without 
intermediaries’ quality food to urban peripheries.  

 
9. Popular ecological culture.  

We must curb consumerism, sexism and 
objectification of women promoted in the mainstream 
media inciting human trafficking. Popular culture is 
the best antidote. We propose: support popular media: 

radio, television, community periodicals expressing a 
culture of solidarity. Include in the contents 
ecological schools and that each has organic garden. 
Protect cultural self-managed spaces that develop in 
abandoned buildings and are at risk of eviction. 
Closing downtown streets for popular art spaces 
(Sundays and holidays).  

 
10. The only privileged to be children and seniors.  

As the Pope said about "homeless children" it is a 
criminal euphemism: they are abandoned children! 
The young and poor rather than loved, are seen as 
dangerous and fall victims of the police´s "easy 
trigger". The elderly are left to die. We propose to 
guarantee community spaces aimed to ensure 
containment and to create millions of jobs in care for 
our children and the elderly. Also, create nurseries in 
urban peripheries as demanded by the working 
mothers. No child without a childhood, no youth 
without opportunities, no old man without a 
venerable old age!  

 
Dear Mayors: 

Beyond these proposals that we hope you will 
discuss, we ask vocation of service, courage and 
budgetary commitment for the excuded. Remember, 
without exclusion there is no human trafficking! We 
urge you to read our Santa Cruz Letter and the Pope’s 
speech addressed to the popular movements. 

Thank You. 
For further information: 

http://movimientospopulares.org/ 
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Pope Francis and Popular Movements 
The Importance of a Historical Approach 

João Pedro Stedile  
（Member of the National Coordination of the  

Movimento Sem Terra - Landless Workers, MST - and of the Via Campesina of Brazil) 
 

Thank you, Mr. Secretary-General, your Excellencies, 
ladies and gentleman, and distinguished guests. I’m 
honored to be here today, I stand before you not as an 
expert but as a concerned citizen, one of the 400,000 
people who marched in the streets of New York on 
Sunday, and the billions of others  

With his critiques and statements on injustice 
among human beings and his positions in favor of the 
poor, of workers and of all those excluded, Pope 
Francis, from the outset of his Pontificate, has 
pleasantly surprised militants of people’s movements 
around the world. 

The fact of having chosen the name Francis, with 
all the symbolism associated with Saint Francis of 
Assisi, whether in relation to personal conduct or 
within the Church, represents a historical and 
revolutionary event.  

In all the issues on which he has spoken out – the 
war in Syria, hunger, the migration of Africans to 
Europe, unemployment, homeless people, etc. – he 
has always spoken clearly and strongly, without fear 
of naming the guilty, abandoning the traditional 
diplomatic discourse that justified the position of the 
Vatican being always on the side of the powerful and 
international entities. 

Moreover, from the beginning, he has introduced 
changes leading to a process of internal democracy in 
the Vatican organizations, which had become 
veritable centralized monarchies, while he has boldly 
established sanctions against those figures in the 
Church implicated in criminal acts, which had 
previously been quietly swept under the rug. 

 
Dialogue with popular movements 

With these winds of change, from the second half 
of 2013, we began to hear signals that he would like 
to build bridges with popular movements in the 
whole world. He had historical ties with movements 
of precarious workers in Argentina, and through them, 
we began the first dialogues for the organizing of a 
worldwide meeting of popular movements. 

Toward the end of 2013, in the Vatican, with the 
participation of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences 
and the Commission of Justice and Peace, we held 
several conversations in order to bring about the 
aspiration of Pope Francis. We put together an initial 
seminar to debate the reasons for the social 
inequalities in the world, and how we saw these 
within the popular movements. 

Later, we presented a document drafted by nine 
scientists from around the world, tied to the 
international Via Campesina, to explain to the Pope 
the reasons why GMO seeds and agrotoxins are a 
danger for humanity and nature. 

Following our ongoing dialogue, we organized a 
World Meeting of Popular Movements with Pope 
Francis in October of 2014. In the preparation for this 
meeting, there was a consensus to the effect that the 
representation should be from popular movements 
org anized and engaged in the struggle to resolve 
three fundamental rights of persons: land to cultivate, 
a roof to live under and decent work. We were also 
explicit in our insistence that we should avoid 
representations tainted by international mechanisms, 
such as representatives of the Church, since these 
already have spaces to express themselves at an 
international level. 

Thus, more than 180 representatives of workers 
movements from the whole world gathered, with a 
broad plurality of religious beliefs, ethnic origins, 
gender, youth, sexual orientation and geographic 
representation from all continents. Neither Pope 
Francis nor the Vatican imposed conditions. 

The encounter was historic. For the first time in 
the history of the Vatican, the Pope met with 
representatives of popular movements. We met in the 
hall of the old Synod, which for centuries had been 
used only by cardinals. He revealed to us that he had 
never been in this place. And there we looked at the 
problems faced by workers, their causes, and 
proposals to find remedies. 

In his own presentation, Pope Francis defended a 
program that was a synthesis of our s ruggles, in 
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which we must persevere, so that never again will 
there be farmers without land, workers without 
decent jobs, nor families without decent housing. 
 
Now we shall meet again in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
Bolivia (July 9, 2015), on the occasion of his visit to 
that country. The representation of popular 
movements will be larger, with around 1500 of our 
companions, principally from South America. The 
objectives are the same: to reflect on our reality and 
look for real solutions that can contribute to a society 
that is more egalitarian, just and fraternal.' 

(Translated for ALAI by Jordan Bishop) 
 

For further information: 
* Article published in Spanish in edition 505  

(June 2015) of ALAI’s magazine  
América Latina en Movimiento, titled “Francisco y 

los movimientos populares: Tierra, Techo y Trabajo”. 
(Francis and the people’s movements:  

Land, Roof and Work) 
http://www.alainet.org/en/articulo/170716 

 
SDI will also participate in the meeting of Bolivia 
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Commitments, Coverage, Choice, Context,  
Co-Production, Costs, Capital,  

City-Wide Coverage 
David Satterthwaite, Diana Mitlin and Sheridan Bartlett 

 
 

Summary: The Millennium Development Goals’ 
target for sanitation will not be met in urban areas, 
even though the bar for “improved” sanitation is set 
very low. There are no reliable statistics, but we 
know that far more urban dwellers still lack adequate 
sanitation than have it – mostly low-income people in 
low and lower middle-income countries. In many 
countries, the percentage with improved sanitation 
has even declined since 1990. Is it actually possible 
to reach low-income urban dwellers with good-
quality sanitation?  

We need stronger commitments by governments 
and international agencies – most of which give little 
support to urban sanitation. Much of this should be 
within upgrading programs. We need universal 
coverage-with choices about provision influenced by 
those who lack it and by local context. There is much 
to learn from examples of co-production of sanitation 
(and much else) between organized urban poor 
groups and local governments. Costs must match 
what can be afforded, which may mean choosing 
community or shared toilets. And systems of city-
wide coverage are needed-not scattered projects. 

 
Key lessons from experience 

Experience provides some key lessons: 
•   Don’t dismiss sewers: Sewer systems 

transformed the health and convenience of everyone 
in cities high-income and many upper middle-income 
countries. If sewers are “too expensive for the poor”, 
how is it that so many Latin America cities have 
reached close to universal provision? And how has 
the Orangi Pilot Project managed this with full cost 
recovery, persuading local government to provide the 
mains to serve community-level pipes?  And although 
much still needs to be cone in South African cities, 
the proportion of their populations with good-quality 
sanitation is much higher than in the rest of the 
region. 

•   Sewers get bad press in both environment and 
development circles. Yet when they can be 
competently installed in dense settlements, the unit 
costs per household can be much lower than for on-
site sanitation. Sewers also provide for the disposal of 
other household wastewater and cut costs by 
eliminating the need to empty pits or septic tanks or 

manage wastes on-site. In many 
contexts, sewered systems may be 
the best option- although more 
work may be needed to cut water 
use in toilets and to treat sewage. 
When properly done, they provide 
benefits over many decades. 
London and many other European 
cities still benefit from sewers 
constructed 150 years ago.  

In some locations, a system of 
localized sewer networks may be 
the best solution, if land is 
available for decentralized 
wastewater treatment. This 
requires the provision of both 
capital and land, but costs would 
be considerably less than for a 
city-wide network. Costs could be 
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shared – with households contributing prior to 
connection and loan finance increasing the likelihood 
that such costs would be affordable. In the longer 
term, the local authority or utility could invest in 
linking up these decentralized systems; the land for 
the decentralized wastewater treatment would then be 
available for green space or other public facilities, or 
be sold to help finance the additional investment 
required. 

Where sewers are not possible: What can be done 
when there is little or no external support, no piped 
water supply and no sewers to connect to? Where 
households can only afford US$3-4 per month for 
sanitation, what are the viable options? Shared on-
site sanitation emerges as a viable solution where 
densities are relatively low and systems can be 
upgraded through investments in septic tanks (which 
can also be shared to reduce costs). Without sewers, 
however, low-cost provision poses many institutional 
challenges and the lowest-income groups will 
struggle to afford their contribution when wages are 
low and there are multiple demands on small incomes. 

The extra benefits of ecosan need testing: 
External agencies often present on-site sanitation as 
the most appropriate solution because of the potential 
for producing energy (methane/biogas) and fertilizer 
from faecal sludge. Done well, this can reduce the 
pollution of water bodies better than sewer systems, 
and without treatment facilities; and toilets needing 
little or no water are essential where there is not 
regular water supply piped into each home. But 
household toilets are unlikely to generate enough 
methane to be worth the costs and the cost of 
collection, treated toilet wastes have to be sold at a 
price that covers capital costs and the cost of 
collection, treatment and delivery to local farmers. 
Might the desire of external agencies to be seen as 
more “ecological” be promoting solutions that may 

be less effective at reducing risks to health from 
faecal contamination? 

Upgrading: Much urban sanitation improvement 
in Latin America and some Asian countries came 
from “slum” upgrading schemes that addressed a 
range of needs - including water, housing quality and 
tenure. In many schemes this included the installation 
or extension of sewers and their connection to 
households. This is reminder that focusing more 
broadly on measures such as upgrading can 
contribute to better sanitation. 

Regulations: Many of the solutions that work well 
for low-income groups contravene When local 
authorities first see the data produced by the 
federations form their city-wide sanitation surveys a 
common response is that this situation is appalling 
and environmental health regulations should be 
enforced. But such a response simply compounds the 
problem, as low-income households are further 
penalized. Regulations can be helpful guides – but 
many need revision. Considerable collaboration 
between local government and organized 
communities can be required to develop appropriate 
regulations. 

Getting the data on which to act: Much official 
data on sanitation comes from national sample 
surveys, like the Demographic and Health Surveys. 
These provide inadequate detail, and their sample 
size is too small to provide relevant data for specific 
cities, let alone for the more local scale that is 
necessary for assessing needs. We need data that 
informs and guides local solutions, which requires 
detailed assessments by district and street. Census 
data should provide this, but this is rarely available in 
a form that local authority and civil society groups 
can use, and at best only every 10 years. 

One important innovation has been the detailed 
surveys and maps of informal settlements undertaken 

by the organizations and federations of 
slum/shack dwellers. There have alerted 
local governments to the scale of the 
problem, informing discussions of how 
best to address this. In Chinhori, one 
among many possible examples, 
community-led household surveys, 
discussion groups and mapping of 
provision for water and sanitation led to 
the development of affordable responses 
(albeit contravening local bylaws) and the 
co-production of sanitation facilities with 
local government. The OPP-RTI work 
also included detailed local assessments 
and maps of each district to provide the 
basis or planning sanitation improvements. 
This information covers social concerns, 
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the built environment and geo-physical realities. 
City-wide sanitation: In most urban centers in low 

and lower middle-income countries, official 
sanitation providers, whether municipal departments 
or private utilities, lack the capacity to meet their 
responsibilities and are not set up to support low-cost 
sanitation provision – which may contravene 
regulations. Urban sanitation is increasingly treated 
as a private good with little regard for the resulting 
cost inefficiencies, or the exclusion of those who 
cannot afford the available approaches. More 
attention is needed to solutions that work for low-
income groups and can be covered by local resources. 

For generally improved health outcomes, every 
city dweller needs access to sanitation that safely 
disposes of their wastes – avoiding defecation in the 
open or into plastic bags, or waste paper dumped 
wherever possible (often in drains). To avoid 
contamination of the city environment, solutions have 
to be found for the lowest-income groups. Every city 
also needs a city-wide system for drainage that can 
cope with storms. Most on-site sanitation lacks 
sufficient protection from seasonal floods, which can 
spread toilet wastes all over the flooded areas. Links 
between sanitation and drainage at city scale are 
often overlooked – as documented in the cities of 
Warri in Nigeria and Rio Branco in Brazil, where 
rapid city growth overwhelmed the capacity of the 
local authority to expand the city-wide drainage 
system. Of course, city-wide systems (and the funds 
to provide them) are also needed for piped water, 
water treatment, solid waste collection and 
management, faecal sludge disposal, and storm and 
surface drainage. Such city-wide systems can bring 
enormous advantages to low-income groups. 

The focus of sanitation solutions has tended to be 
on the household or immediate neighborhood, or, at 
the other extreme, on sewer networks for the city. 
There is a need for innovation at the 
settlement level, for solutions that 
work for between 200 and 10,000 
households. 

What role for external capital? If 
we accept that solutions must be 
locally devised with the full 
engagement of those who are 
inadequately served, this means a 
complete rethink of external 
funding systems for sanitation. 
Donors need the capacity to listen to, 
work with, and support local 
governments and civil society 
organization to develop locally 
appropriate solutions including co-
production. This means rethinking 

conventional donor strategies that focus on support 
for national policies. It also means going beyond 
supporting a few innovative “community” initiatives 
and developing the financial and institutional means 
to support this at scale. This may mean support for 
forms of provision that many funders do not fund at 
the moment (shared toilets, community toilets) and 
for organizations they do not usually fund (especially 
representative organizations of slum/shack dwellers 
and where possible local government).  

It is often assumed that urban sanitation 
improvements in low- and middle-income countries 
need external financing. But the OPP model shows 
this is not always so – indeed, OPP sought to avoid 
external funding because it always comes with (often 
inappropriate) conditions and can be far more costly 
than locally developed solutions. Most of the funding 
for the extension of piped water and sewers in Latin 
American countries was funded by national and local 
governments. But donor investments in innovation 
are also a critical component, as recognized by the 
federations in urban centers in Malawi, Zimbabwe, 
Tanzania and Zambia. What will transform the 
quality and extent of provision for sanitation in urban 
areas (and much else) are competent and accountable 
local governments working with those who are 
inadequately served – often with co-production as the 
most effective response, and with support to 
households to take on new management and 
maintenance responsibilities. This provides a 
challenge to official aid agencies and development 
banks as their funding systems are not suited to 
supporting this.  

 
For further information: 

April 2015 issue of  
Environment &Urbanization on 

”Sanitation and drainage in cities” 
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Earth Water 
By Xavier Savarimuthu, SJ 

 
 

Only 2.53 percent of Earth’s water is fresh, and some 
two-thirds of that is locked up in glaciers and 
permanent snow cover. But despite the very real 
danger of future global water shortages, for the vast 
majority of the nearly one billion people without safe 
drinking water, today’s water crisis is not an issue of 
just scarcity, but of access. Every minute a child dies 
of water-borne disease, one person out of nine lacks 
access to safe drinking water, and more people in the 
world today have a mobile phone than access to a 
toilet. 

There is increasing reference to the age of the 
Anthropocene where humans, with our capacities and 
abilities, are transforming the Earth beyond its 
natural processes. We have punctured the ozone 
layers and continuously emit greenhouse gases that 
increase global temperatures. The ice caps are 
melting at dangerously fast rates, promising to 
inundate vast tracts of land and coastal regions. 
Rivers are dammed and their courses changed. 
Groundwater reservoirs are exhausted and the 
environment contaminated with toxic wastes, 
devastating fragile ecosystems. 

Industrial abuse is depleting aquifers, depriving 
agriculture and the communities that traditionally 
depend on these resources. There is also now the 
phenomenon of climate refugees and the destitute 
making beelines to the cities in search of victuals that 
the land – their land – can no longer provide. 

Water today is a packaged product sipped from 
manufactured plastic bottles that are peddled – a 
clever advertisement perfected for the wealthy, for a 
resource that God created for all humankind. 

Water is synonymous with life and nurtures 
parched throats and barren lands, helping all God’s 
creatures to not only thrive, but also to live.  

 
Fr. Xavier Savarimuthu, SJ  

is the Head of the Department of  
Environmental Studies at  

Saint Xavier’s College in Kolkata, India 
 

For further information: 
Ecojesuits 

www.jes.com 
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Community Blocks for Housing  
By Arq. Alfredo Méndez 

Instituto de Vivienda Social – Facultad de Arquitectura, Urbanismo y Diseño  
Universidad de Mendoza – Argentina 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Community Block Machines 

Background, experiences and current production of blocks for  
housing purposes and income generation in Argentina  

February 2015 
 
 

Introduction 
As of 1960, the Provincial Housing Institute of 

Mendoza, Argentina, started a program of assisted 
mutual aid construction, reaching within a period of 
15 years the building of more than 2,500 homes in 
various towns of that province. In most of the 
projects participants produced blocks for the masonry 
of their homes, operating block machines installed at 
the construction sites.  

The memory of the successful  Mendoza mutual 
aid program, coupled with the present growing 
community operating block machines in Argentina 
and Latin America, have led to the preparation of this 
report, being estimating  as very important the joint 
block production for consumption in works of social 
housing and income generation for jobless people. 

The information presented was obtained from of 
websites between December 2014 and January 2015 

and describes the operation of community block 
machines by initiatives forwarded by government 
agencies, civil organizations and corporate social 
responsibility.  

Below are the  summaries of some of the 
experiences available, in which are listed the benefits 
provided by community block production for self 
help housing, the opening of labor sources and 
availability of  basic materials for building social 
facilities in emerging neighborhoods. 
 
Background, Experiences, Activities 
  

Residents of Las Heras build by mutual aid their 
homes and the neighborhood in which  

they will live 
Province of Mendoza - Argentina 

www.losandes.com.ar 

 

A Letter 
Dear Father Jorge: 

Thank you very much for your response and interest in the community 
bloqueras report. 

The information we have collected from Community bloqueras comes from 
various initiatives, some of municipal and provincial governments, other 
cooperatives and housing entities and corporate social responsibility. There are 
actions resulting from government programs on a large scale. 

What is striking, in my view, is the coincidence in different scenarios, in recent 
years, on the desirability of encouraging the production of concrete hollow blocks 
with the participation of communities affected either by the lack of income or 
housing shortages. 

I believe that the dissemination of such experiences help to generate interest for 
replication elsewhere. Community production schemes block fulfilled in a way 
functions societies popular savings, generating wages to unemployed persons and 
facilitate the progressive self-help housing or improvement of existing ones. 

Arq. Alfredo Méndez 
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A community of 140 families 
clusters in a poor urban settlement. The 
municipality provides row materials for 
the neighbors and a block machine to 
produce a basic component for building 
their new homes. 

The settlement is nestled near the 
end of Junín Street so thus taking its 
name. Beyond the precarious shacks 
made of nylon, straw and tin, nobody 
even try convince its residents that it is 
not a neighborhood.  

In 2007 the first families started to 
settle in the place, next to the 
Democracy neighborhood. With what 
they could have in hand they were raising their 
houses and so the population grew to reach 140 
families as recently registered by the municipality.  

The block machine was recently inaugurated at a 
ground on Independencia Street. In that place the 
municipality is testing the equipment with residents 
of the Junín settlement. Several neighbors arrive 
daily to operate the machine with the idea of shaping 
material for the walls of their own homes. “We come 
early in the morning and stay until 6 or 7 p.m. until 
sunset”. Every day nearly 300 blocks are produced. 
For the future the idea is to inaugurate various similar 
equipments to repeat this experience with other 
neighborhoods.  

Just as neighbors of Junín are doing now, those of 
the Infanta neighborhood gave life to “their place in 
the world” half a century ago. Mabel Iannizotto, 
director of the Municipal Housing Institute (IMUVI) 
of Las Heras, highlighted the new initiative, while 
indicating that the construction of the houses of Junín 
project is divided into four stages. The first comprises 
42 dwellings, the second 22, third 48 and the last 22 
again.  

 “The new homes will be of 45 square meters of 
covered area, built with blocks made by the own 
neighbors, with provision of piped water, sewer and 

electricity”. In addition they will have ownership of 
houses, which is no small feat” said Iannizotto, who 
at all time stressed that it is important to highlight 
that the houses will be built from scratch by the 
future owners themselves. 

 
Launching community block machine in Malvinas 

neighborhood, Bariloche  
Province of Río Negro, Argentina 

www.elcordillerano.com.ar 
 
The block factory San José has been put into 

operation in Malvinas neighborhood through the 
efforts of young people accompanied by coordinators 
of the “Workshop of Dreams”. The goal is to generate 
a learning and commitment environment, which in 
addition to promoting employment and income, 
offers to learn crafts and administration, together with 
the improvement of housing in the neighborhood. 
“Simple people in small places doing small things 
can change the world”. 

This is a group of volunteers working along the 
last two years with 40 boys in the chapel San José 
Obrero at Malvinas neighborhood. There they 
supervise school progress and teach art. The main 
objective is to assist and accompany families too.  

With much effort and paperwork they could 
manage to obtain a micro credit from Caritas, 
having then the opportunity to initiate a small 
cooperative that involves a group of young 
people. That’s how the idea of making blocks of 
cement materialized.  

Their dream is to have this project as a 
source of income for those who produce the 
blocks, helping as well to improve housing in 
the area. But perhaps most important is the 
learning the value of work, respect and 
commitment to an activity itself, the pride you 
feel when a plan and own efforts are 
accomplished.  
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The Municipality of Maipú has a machine making 
cement blocks for Ar$ 2（USD0.22） 

Province of Mendoza, Argentina 
www.diariouno.com.ar 

 
The municipality acquired a laying concrete block 

machine, which is lent to cooperatives implementing 
housing construction. With a cost of Ar$ 5,000 
（USD548）the four walls of a dwelling 50m2 of 
floor area are risen.  

The Municipality of Maipú purchased and made 
available to the neighbors grouped in cooperatives, a 
machine that allows manufacturing concrete blocks. 
“In five days of continuous operation the required 
number of blocks is obtained to build a house as 
designed by the Provincial Institute of Housing 
(IPV)”, forwarded Walter Jofré, general housing 
coordinator. The initiative will contribute to 
improving the social housing policies of the 
municipality.  

The device in question is used to build large 
industrial or commercial warehouses, showrooms and 
hypermarkets. It receives the name of laying block 
machine because “by its mode of production seems a 
hen laying eggs. In a  semi-automatic mode the 
machine presses the row materials (cement and sand) 
into a mold, form the block, places it in the ground 
and moves forward to continue the process”, 
explained Jofré.  

The machine is able to “put”, in eight hours, 500 
building blocks 45 cm long, by 25 deep and 15 high, 
which in five days get the 2,500 needed to build the 
five walls (four outdoor and one dividing the 
bathroom) of a house of 50 m2 floor , similar to the 
type built by the IPV.  

There are two fundamental reasons that help cut 
costs. On one hand, cheaper labor because the 
neighbors themselves are involved in the production 
of concrete block and on the other hand, have the 
collaboration of the municipality, which provides the 
technical knowledge for the development of housing 
projects, soil movements and provision of basic 
services. 

The City invested Ar$ 9,000 in the first block 
machine and is currently in a tender process to buy 

other three. The mayor Alejandro Bermejo clarified 
that  only neighbors organized into cooperatives, 
neighbor associations or other such entities, will have 
access to this program, and that “we must clearly 
distinguish those who are working long ago with the 
conditions and requirements demanded by the IPV, 
and others having problems of social vulnerability. It 
is to the latter that we are promoting the community 
blocks machine initiatives“.  

 
In La Paz and Concordia cement blocks are 

produced by solidarity system 
Province of Entre Ríos, Argentina 

www.unoentrerios.com.ar 
 

In La Paz, the “Gray World” program allocates 
part of its block production to meet needs of families 
in situations of social vulnerability. Another part is 
sold to particulars to settle running expenses.  In 
Concordia, 700 families are benefited for the 
program “Building our future”.  

 
In La Paz and Concordia, Entre Ríos, two 

solidarity systems of cement block production are 
carried out under the program “Doing Better”, driven 
by the government of Entre Rios, through the 
Ministry of Social Development.  

The projects are tools of territorial approach that 
accompanies the society in its evolution and gives 
solidarity contents to community action, encouraging 
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those smaller local 
actions as replicating 
experiences in the 
formation of social 
ties.  

In La Paz  
Alberto Duarte, 

along with Mario and 
Veronica, learned of 
the program “Doing 
better” through the 
local municipality, 
where they 
commented on this 
initiative being 
implemented by the 
undersecretary of 
Territorial 
Development of the provincial Ministry Social 
Development.  

They had the idea of doing something, since all 
three were unemployed, but needed some kind of 
funding to carry out the idea. “With this project we 
could finance the purchase of tools, such as a block 
making machine to start production. It still remains to 
buy the mixer and wheelbarrow, because we still 
make some jobs with a shovel. But thanks to the 
momentum we are now making 300 cement blocks 
daily and 9,000 per month”, said Duarte. 

 “Programs like this have been of great help, 
because they provided job opportunities for 
neighbors of La Paz and have collaborated with 
families who need to improve their housing 
conditions through the donation of blocks to 
government projects that request it”, said Duarte.  

In Concordia, the capital of citrus, the project 
entitled “Building our future” is carried forward.  
José Mario Gonzalez, an attendant of the solidarity 
block machine, which currently operates in the 
ground of the chapel Santa Rita, said: “Through the 
“Doing better” program we were able to buy a 
concrete block machine, with the aim of building a 
community room where it is planned to run a dining 
room and workshop for the local people. Moreover 
we will provide community assistance to families in 
need of fixing some housing extensions, like building 
a bathroom or a new room, in order to remove homes 
from unworthy conditions “.  

“The idea for the future is to sell blocks, which 
will help us to purchase materials like cement and 
sand, in order to supply our needs of production, 
which today are met with the help of the parish. But 
the idea is that the neighbors remain operating the 
block machine so that they can generate employment 
and decent income for the families; that would be the 

ultimate goal of the community block machine”, 
González said. 

 
Municipal block plant launched in Tandil 
Province of Buenos Aires, Argentina 

www.eleco.com.ar 
 

The Municipality of Tandil will inaugurate this 
Friday a plant to manufacture concrete blocks, whose 
production will target the works made under the plan 
to improve housing for families in shelter risk.  

The machinery acquired renders possible to reach 
an estimated daily production of 400 cement blocks, 
allowing the expansion and construction of new 
modules in precarious or substandard homes. The 
initiative is part of the Municipal Housing 
Improvement Program (PROMEV), under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Social Development, 
which has currently performed repairs and 
interventions in about 30 homes in different districts 
of the city.  

Most of the block production is  intended to 
interventions forwarded by PROMEV through a 
municipal plan, launched in 2010 and coordinated by 
the Ministry of Social Development, which aims to 
provide housing solutions for families facing critical 
situations of overcrowding or whose homes present 
deficiencies related  to structure, installations and 
services.  

Interventions that are carried out range from the 
construction of toilets, increasing number of rooms, 
replacement tinplate roofing by solid material and 
reconstruction of electrical and sanitary installations.  

Complementing these actions, the city also makes 
the provision of pipes and tools for household water 
and sewer connections, supporting families at shelter 
vulnerability with the necessary resources.  
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Chilecito equipment was delivered for  
block manufacturing 

Province of La Rioja, Argentina 
http://www.elindependiente.com.ar 

 
Offering support to institutions, provincial deputy 

Oscar Sotomayor delivered tools and a block making 
machine for community use.  

 
Provisions of community block machines for 

Chilecito’s districts. Specifically, with the operation 
of block making machines, low income people can 
build wall masonry for rooms and wet cores among 
other works, pointing so to improve their quality of 
life. 

In addition, wheelbarrows, concrete mixers and 
shovels, were delivered to initiate the production with 
block machines in Colonias de Malligasta, Anguinán, 
Sañogasta and Miranda, while the councilman Luis 
Miguel received Ar$5,000 to buy such tools for the 
block machine of Vichigasta.  

 
Setup of a community block machine in  

Barrio San Benito of Salta City 
Province of Salta, Argentina 
www.lagacetasalta.com.ar 

 
The Neighborhood Improvement Program 

(PROMEBA), together with the chairs of Civil and 
Industrial Engineering, Architecture and Social Work 
at the Catholic University of Salta, materialized the 

first phase of the extension project “Safe building 
with concrete blocks for housing improvements”.  

It is a project initiated a few days ago in San 
Benito Neighborhood, southeast of Salta, where 
students, teachers and professionals from different 
disciplines converged at work for the improvement of 
housing in a new residential area with incomplete 
infrastructure.  

The work was proposed by a few families through 
the Workshop of Mary, coordinated by Father Sergio 
Chauque, which identified the lack of inclusive 
activities and community work spaces for families 
and neighbors.  

The material produced with the block machine 
and the concrete mixer will be developed to reinforce 
the household economies of residents in San Benito, 
who will perform the work with the support of 
University´s educators. 

 
In Campo Quijano a community block machine 

was delivered to owners of plots in municipal land 
Province of Salta, Argentina 

/www.blogspot.com.ar 
 
The municipality of Campo Quijano delivered a 

community block making machine to owners of plots 
of municipal land, on Provincial Route 36, Rosario 
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de Lerma way.   
The block machine is intended for use, in an 

orderly manner, by the owners of plots who will 
begin to build their homes in that subdivision of land. 
This is a great help for those families who cannot 
afford the cost of construction, because with this 
machine they will be able to make the blocks; the 
municipality will provide water and gravel.  

Also the technical staff of the municipality trained 
all owners on the use of the block machine, the 
concrete mixer and the way of preparing mortar for 
concrete blocks.  

The Municipal Mayor Dr. Manuel Cornejo, 
Secretary of Social Action Miriam Canchi, the 
Director of Public Services, Secretary of Public 
Works, the Secretary of Government, elected 
Councilwoman Miriam Alfaro and other authorities 
of the social action area of the municipality, attended 
on that occasion.   

 
Neighborhood block machines, an idea that works 

at full capacity in districts of Santa Fe City 
Province of Santa Fe, Argentina 

www.unosantafe.com.ar 
 

Neighbors of two city districts works in a project 
called “Neighborhood block machines”.  They are the 
“Cucos” group of Cabal district, and the “ReVuelta” 
project of Vuelta del Paraguayo district. But also the 
Association Martín Fierro, composed mostly of 
students of Chemical Engineering, provides advice 
for the production of cement and sand blocks. In both 
sectors where today operate the machines, the blocks 
manufactured are used for housing residents 
themselves.  

 
Cristian Bordón, member of “ReVuelta” project, 

told Diario UNO how this idea was born: “Nearly 
two years ago a friend of mine of Vuelta del 
Paraguayo and myself agreed on the proposal of 
starting block production”.  

 “We began investigating how we could produce 

blocks of certified quality in order to form a work 
cooperative with our neighbors, make a self-managed 
enterprise, be able to sell the materials and above all, 
be sure that blocks will be used for building houses. 
This is the stage that today we are going through”.  

The machine they own in Vuelta del Paraguayo 
was bought with money obtained by self managing. 
“We performed different actions, such as “Party 
Revolt” and workshops subsidized by a grant 
received from the government of the province 
because we function as a day center and with that 
money we bought the required materials” said 
Cristian later.  

As to materials for block production, cement, 
coarse sand and water are needed. Once the mixture 
is made, it is placed in the mould of the block 
machine for compacting and then the pieces made are 
removed. After an initial process of curing, which 
takes five to seven days, the blocks would be ready to 
be stored for final drying from 28 days to one month, 
thus reaching the optimum condition for use. 

 
The block machine of the Movement of 

Unemployed Workers of General Pico  
initiates production 

Province of La Pampa, Argentina 
www.lapampadiaxdia.com.ar 

 
The new venture will be officially opened on 

Monday, after electric connection of the block 
machine, announced members of the Unemployed 
Workers Movement (UWM).  

The block machine will operate in the site which 
the town granted on loan to UWM, located in the 
eastern sector of the city. The machine is owned by 
the Municipality and was formerly installed in the 
grounds of the Asphalt Plant. “The demand for their 
products is assured, because there is interest from 
individuals, firms selling construction materials in 
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Pico, and also the municipality could buy some of the 
blocks produced”, forwarded Secretary of Social 
Development of the Municipality, Daniel López.  

Most of the raw materials needed for block 
production are provided by the municipality and the 
remaining part by the UWM. “We will support them 
in the beginning, but the idea is that they evolve and 
become independent as they develop more work and 
consequently, higher profits. We seek independence, 
self-management and self-employment”, defined 
López.  

 
Production of cement blocks for social housing 

will start in Santa Lucia 
Province of Corrientes, Argentina 

www.surcorrentino.com.ar 
 
The Mayor of Santa Lucia, Tata Sanánez, visited 

on Thursday morning the ground where concrete 
blocks will be produced with the purpose of building 

social housing for the poor. The machine and the 
molds to make blocks are already in place.  

Sanánez: “We want to eradicate shack homes”. 
Thus the mayor wants to give answers to the Santa 
Lucian housing residents living in very precarious 
huts, where the inhabitants thereof suffer adverse 
weather conditions each year.  

Using own resources, the concrete blocks will be 
made to raise walls replacing shack constructions. 
Sanánez said: “During my government there won’t be 
further delivery of bark pine and plastic for 
emergency housing repairs. The residents of Santa 
Lucia are not animals, they are people and deserve 
that we help and treat them as such”. The 
municipality is already making a survey to detect the 
families in most need of home rebuilding.  

 
For further information 

Arq. Alfredo Méndez 
 mendezalfredo@speedy.com.ar  
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Block Machines 
 
 

 
Introduction 

As of 1960, the Provincial Housing Institute of 
Mendoza, Argentina, started a program of assisted 
mutual aid construction, reaching within a period of 
15 years the building of more than 2,500 homes in 
various towns of that province. In most of the 
projects participants produced blocks for the masonry 
of their homes, operating block machines installed at 
the construction sites.  

 
１．ANSPE  launches    

community  block  machine  with  Cemex  
Department  of  Quindio,  Colombia  

www.anspe.gov.co  
Under  the  Partnership  Agreement  between  the  

National   Agency   for   Overcoming   Extreme   Poverty  
(ANSPE)  and  Cemex  Foundation,  two  block  machines  
were   inaugurated   in   Municipalities   of   Thebaid   and  
Armenia,  Quindio  department.    
 

The   events   were   attended   by   officials   of   the  
participating   municipalities,   SENA   (National   service  
of   learning)   and   DPS   (Department   for   social  
prosperity)   representatives   and   the   community   in  
general,   who   expressed   their   support   and  
commitment  to  the  project.    

This   is   the   first   step   in   implementing   the  
Comprehensive   Program   of   Self-‐construction   (PIAC)  

for  the  upgrading  of  294  houses.  
Currently,  there  are  families  of  the  RED  UNIDOS  

(close-‐community   net)   that   benefit   from   the   PIAC,  
which   already   receive   training   to   build   from   SENA.  
Additionally,   the   Foundation   Cemex   and   the   Gran  
Colombia   University   signed   an   agreement   for  
students   of   Architecture   to   do   their   practical  
semester  advising  families  belonging  to  RED  UNIDOS  
in  the  design  the  of  improving  of  their    homes.    

For   the   director   of   ANSPE,   Samuel   Azout,   this  
project   will   not   only   helps   to   improve   the   present  
housing   conditions   of   habitability,   but   also  
represents   a   productive   project   for   participant  
families.    

 
２．Block Machine Solidarity Program 

Colombia 
www.cemexcolombia.com 

Block Machine Solidarity is a program of 
production linkages within a framework of Social 
Responsibility. Its aim is to eradicate extreme poverty 
in Colombia, offering an innovative social solution 
for families to improve or build their homes with 
concrete blocks they produce. 
 

CEMEX provides training in the 
production of concrete blocks, machinery and 
raw material. 
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Half of the concrete blocks produced are 
the property of the beneficiary families that 
can be used in upgrading or building their 
homes. The other 50% is available to be sold 
by the project´s administration and thus 
guarantee the sustainability of the program.  
 

Allies  
•   IDB and ANDI: Project Business Networks  
•   ANSPE (National Agency for Overcoming 

Extreme Poverty)  
•   APC - Colombia (Presidential International 

Cooperation Agency)  
•   Local mayors  
•   SENA  
•   Universities  
 

３．12 community block machines  
delivered by OXY 

Department of Arauca, Colombia 
www.lavozdelcinaruco.com 

 
The Department of Arauca received Thursday 

morning from the hands of OXY (Occidental de 
Colombia) 12 block machines to support the housing 
program of social interest being implemented by the 
Governor Facundo Castillo Cisneros. Additional to 
this, 2,000 bags of cement and a provision of sand 
were supplement to the donation of machinery.  
 

The event was held at the El Alcaraván 
Foundation of Arauca capital and had the 

participation of beneficiary communities and the 
Governor, who expressed thanks to OXY for the 
contribution made to the Arauca Department society.  

He said that there are not enough resources to 
mitigate the problem of shelter  present in the region, 
“so we have to seek help in this case of private 
companies, for those families we could not help, 
instead facilitating  them the provision of blocks  to  
begin the  improvement of   their living conditions“.  
	 
４．ANSPE launches community block machine 

with Cemex 
Department of Quindio, Colombia 

www.anspe.gov.co 
Under the Partnership Agreement between the 

National Agency for Overcoming Extreme Poverty 
(ANSPE) and Cemex Foundation, two block 
machines were inaugurated in Municipalities of 
Thebaid and Armenia, Quindio department.  
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The events were attended by officials of the 
participating municipalities, SENA (National service 
of learning) and DPS (Department for social 
prosperity) representatives and the community in 
general, who expressed their support and 
commitment to the project.  

This is the first step in implementing the 
Comprehensive Program of Self-construction (PIAC) 
for the upgrading of 294 houses. 

Currently, there are families of the RED UNIDOS 
(close-community net) that benefit from the PIAC, 
which already receive training to build from SENA. 
Additionally, the Foundation Cemex and the Gran 
Colombia University signed an agreement for 
students of Architecture to do their practical semester 
advising families belonging to RED UNIDOS in the 
design the of improving of their  homes.  

For the director of ANSPE, Samuel Azout, this 
project will not only helps to improve the present 
housing conditions of habitability, but also represents 
a productive project for participant families.  
	 

５．Block Machine Solidarity Program 
Colombia 

 
www.cemexcolombia.com 

Block Machine Solidarity is a program of 
production linkages within a framework of Social 
Responsibility. Its aim is to eradicate extreme poverty 
in Colombia, offering an innovative social solution 
for families to improve or build their homes with 
concrete blocks they produce. 

 CEMEX provides training in the production of 
concrete blocks, machinery and raw material. 

Half of the concrete blocks produced are the 
property of the beneficiary families that can be used 
in upgrading or building their homes. The other 50% 
is available to be sold by the project´s administration 
and thus guarantee the sustainabilityof the program.  

 Allies  
•   IDB and ANDI: Project Business Networks  
•   ANSPE (National Agency for Overcoming 

Extreme Poverty)  
•   APC - Colombia (Presidential International 

Cooperation Agency)  
•   Local mayors  
•   SENA  
•   Universities  
 
2 community block machines delivered by OXY 

Department of Arauca, Colombia 
www.lavozdelcinaruco.com 

The Department of Arauca received Thursday 
morning from the hands of OXY (Occidental de 
Colombia) 12 block machines to support the housing 
program of social interest being implemented by the 
Governor Facundo Castillo Cisneros. Additional to 
this, 2,000 bags of cement and a provision of sand 
were supplement to the donation of machinery.  

The event was held at the El Alcaraván 
Foundation of Arauca capital and had the 
participation of beneficiary communities and the 
Governor, who expressed thanks to OXY for the 
contribution made to the Arauca Department society.  

He said that there are not enough resources to 
mitigate the problem of shelter  present in the region, 
“so we have to seek help in this case of private 
companies, for those families we could not help, 

instead facilitating  them the 
provision of blocks  to  begin 
the  improvement of   their 
living conditions“.  

Juan Carlos Mejía, Manager 
of Social Responsibility and 
Community Affairs of OXY, 
pointed out that the 
implementation of these 
machines opens a very 
interesting possibility to 
strength the social links of 
communities engaged in house 
building, giving place to a real 
cohesive society with common 
objectives. 

 
For further information 
Arq. Alfredo Méndez 

 mendezalfredo@speedy.com.ar 
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Call for a European Mobilization for Water 
Posted by JESC on March 24th, 2015  

 
 

Citizens coming from all over Europe, representing 
the nearly two million people that supported the first 
successful European Citizen’s Initiative for the Right 
to Water, have come to demonstrate on the occasion 
of the World Water Day. Yesterday many NGOs and 
trade unions such as European Federation of Public 
Service Unions, European Public Water Network and 
the Italian Forum for Water Movements reminded the 
European Commission that they should work for their 
citizens, not for corporations. 

The aim of these demonstrations is to call on the 
European Union and the Member States to recognize 
access to water and to sanitation as a human right, 
and to stop promoting the privatization and 
liberalization of these services all over Europe as 
well as to demand the exclusion of water and 
sanitation services in any trade agreement (TTIP, 
CETA, TISA and others). Plus, they demand that the 
European Parliament take position in order to achieve 
these goals. 

The protest was organized by the European Water 
Movement, a network that brings together grassroots 
movements all around Europe whose goal is to 
reinforce the recognition of water as a common good 
and as a fundamental universal right. According to 
the organizations, the EC ignores the human right to 
water in its agenda as clearly shown by the 4th 
European Water Conference that will take place in 
Brussels on the same day and by its Communication 
on the Water Framework Directive and the Floods 
Directive of March 9th 2015. 

At this moment, the European Parliament is 
debating its opinion about the Initiative and the 
human right to water, which will be voted in the 
Plenary in July this year. 

The ECI rules state that for an ECI to pass it 
needs at least one million signatures from at least 7 
Member States. “Right2Water” is the first European 
Citizens’ Initiative to have met the requirements set 
out in the Regulation of the European Parliament and 
Council on the Citizens’ Initiative, after having 
received the support of more than 1.9 million citizens, 

for whom around 1.7 million signatures have been 
validated. 

Anne-Marie Perret, president of the Right2Water 
Citizens’ Committee, said that a European directive 
would help to consider water as a common good 
since it is a vital element. The EC must give the drive 
towards a fundamental right. 

Now it is the turn of the European Commission to 
implement the Human Right to Water in the EU, and 
to stop its water commodification and privatization 
agenda. 

The initiative urges that: 
•   The EU institutions and Member States be 

obliged to ensure that all inhabitants enjoy the right 
to water and sanitation; 

•   Water supply and management of water 
resources not be subject to internal market rules and 
that water services be excluded from liberalization; 

The EU increases its efforts to achieve universal 
access to water and sanitation. 

In line with the provisions of the Regulation on 
the Citizens’ Initiative, the Commission has three 
months to present its response to this initiative in a 
Communication setting out its legal and political 
conclusions on the initiative. 

There are some positive statements within this 
Communication which should be welcomed, 
including that; 

•   water is not a commercial product, 
•   the recognition that the provision of water 

services is, in general, the responsibility of the local 
authorities who are closest to the citizens, 

•   and crucially that water and sanitation services 
were to be excluded from the Concessions Directive. 

Nevertheless, overall, the Commission’s vague 
response was viewed as very disappointing by the 
Right2Water ECI organizers, Anne-Marie Perret said. 
It does not address the fundamental demand of the 
signatories to commit to legislation which would 
recognize the human right to water which is 
concerning not just for the human right to water but 
also for the integrity of the ECI mechanism itself. 
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For further information: 
Jesuit European Social Centre 

51 rue du Cornet 
B – 1040 Bruxelles 
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An attempt of the Kamogawa district farmers  
by Masahisa Shikimori 

 
 

Sense of crisis  
By car using the highway from Tokyo 、

Kamogawa is about one and a half hours  
It is a regional city in Chiba Prefecture facing the 

Pacific Ocean.  
Fishing flourished for a long time, the tourism has 

supported a lot the city economy, but the basic source 
of income is agriculture. Richly rice grows up in 
spacious paddy fields, people is proud of the 
landscape, and they have engaged in the agriculture 
in the way that has been inherited from ancestors. 

However, agriculture has declined recently.  
There are several reasons for: 
•   Through TPP, inexpensive crops are imported 

from abroad. 
•   The earning from the production of Japanese 

rice is declining.   
•   The average age of farmers in Japan has 

increased to 66.5 years.  
•   The sons of the farmers are moving away. 

When the elderly farmers will retire the abandoned 
farmland will become rough fields. 

 
All village, planning and farming together  

To survive the farmers need to move from 
individual decisions to village and district decisions. 

When the farmers plan together, they can improve 
the efficiency and reduce the production costs by 
acquiring and using together tractors and larger 
machinery. This allows them to use abandoned land. 

To support the local economy the government is 
subsidizing the farmers. It provides some economic 
support to the new farmers and provides materials to 
some common endeavors, 

However things can change better when the 
farmers discuss and make decisions together and the 
government supports them  

 
The experience of the Kamogawa Izumi-district.  

Over there the farmers are aging. 
Many young men migrate to the metropolitan 

Tokyo to find a job, get a stable income and also 
entertainment. 

However there are still many who find meaning 
and fulfillment in farming if they could afford a 
reasonable living. 

For a leader of the Izumi district, the main tool to 
get the youth willing to remain in the area was to find 
a form of sustainable agriculture.  

He talked and organized meetings with the 
farmers:  

•   How doyou think we should continue 
agriculture? 

•   What kind of agricultural produce is more 
appropriate for your village? 

•   How you get people to do the work? 
•   How you will use the land? 
By discussing these issues in successive meetings 

emerged a plan for the district 
They decided to challenge a new type of crop - 

the WCS 
The WCS (Whole Crop Silage), is used to feed 

cattle 
The grain of this type of rice is harvested together 

with the leaves and culms and is fermented  
WCS is in great demand in Japan and 75% of it is 

imported. 
The farmers decided to produce WCS in 20 % of 

all the paddy fields 
The rice farmer don’t need special knowledge and 

technology to produce WCS and they can obtain also 
a subsidy given by the government and got a larger 
tractor. 

The operation was stabilized and younger farmers 
were secured. 

 
The Kitakomachi district experience 

Few kilometers away from the Izumi district is 
Kitakomachi. Over there also aging is a problem and 
five people have given up farming already. 

The rest of the farmers met together because they 
wanted to keep the area alive and try to farm more 
efficiently with the people left. The discussion 
brought new ideas and energy to the group 

Besides the rice, they cultivated WCS, sweet 
Potatoes, green soy beans, etc. They also processed 
the produce and sold it to the schools, etc.   

 



 
SELAVIP 

33 
 

Mr. Kameda, a member of the prefectural 
assembly is promoting and supporting this initiative 
of the farmers 

Their influence is spreading. To learn from their 
success more and more farmers from other regions 
are visiting them including the agricultural 
department of the Kamogawa city (which oversees 
the whole of agriculture)  

These farmers who love their place know better 
the culture, the characteristics of the area, climate,  

Their meetings, discussions, planning are making 
Kamogawa more charming and forceful. 

 
For further information  

masa-sh@pop02.odn,ne.jp 
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Migrant Workers in Japan  
ｂｙ Ando Isamu SJ 

 
Beginnings of the Movement of  
Foreign Workers to Japan 

Migration in Japan cannot be described apart from 
the military annexation of Korea by Japan. Beginning 
in 1910, the dominant presence of Japan on the 
Korean Peninsula greatly increased.  

There were fewer than 1,000 Koreans in Japan in 
1910 but their numbers increased to about 400,000 by 
the year 1930, and at the end of the Pacific War 
(1945) reached 2 million. Their hard life and work 
conditions, educational opportunities, and social 
treatment provide insights into the situation of 
today’s foreign workers in Japan. 

As a result of the outbreak of the Korean War in 
1951, many Koreans in Japan, unable to move to 
Korea, had to remain unwillingly in Japan.  

They lost their Japanese nationality and were left 
in situations of hardship. Taiwanese living in Japan at 
that time also faced similar problems. 

 
The arrival of foreign workers to  
Japan after 1950 

Workers from several Asian countries entered 
Japan in big numbers from the 1960s. They were 
young people with dreams of getting new and better 
lives. Most of them wanted to bring their families out 
of poverty and pay for the education of their brothers 
and sisters, to provide a better future at home, and to 
help their parents build better human households. 
Those young workers came to Japan with high hopes 
and content to be able to assist their dear ones. They 
could not do so in their own countries because there 
were no jobs available. Foreign workers had the 
courage to start an unknown difficult life in a country 
where they did not know the language, a country 
quite different from their own. It was a risky 
adventure, but Japan was rich with many possibilities 
of good remunerative jobs. They were happy and 
lucky because they were able to make it to Japan. 
  Many of those Asian workers coming to Japan in 
the 60s and 70s were young women from Taiwan, 
Thailand, and the Philippines. They were entertainers, 
or employed in the service field, etc. The way Japan’s 
gangster groups worked to attract young Asian girls 
to Japan created many social problems at the time. 

  Much as some might wish it otherwise, migration 
is a fact of life. So it is not a question of stopping 
migration but of managing it better and with more 
cooperation and understanding on all sides. Far from 
being a zero-sum game, migration can be made to 
yield benefits for all. 

In Japan, Kyodo News reports that, according to a 
survey made by the Tokyo Council of Social Welfare, 
30% of Tokyo’s 316 elderly care facilities, in which 
the majority (90%) of workers are women, employed 
a total of 196 foreign workers. Filipinas account for 
more than half of these foreign caregivers, followed 
by Chinese, Taiwanese, and South Koreans. 

Speaking from experience, refugees and migrant 
workers often tell me that they cannot go back to 
their country of origin because of official repression 
and persecution. Their lives are in danger, as well as 
their families. Most migrant workers invoke the lack 
of jobs back home and the poverty awaiting them 
there without no possible income to survive decently. 
Public authorities in Japan turn deaf ears to such 
pleas. In fact, although we use the expression 
“migrants” in Japan, there is no concept here of an 
“immigrant.” Officially, there is no immigration 
policy like those in many other countries but rather 
only a control policy for dealing with “aliens.” 
 
The Shaping of Japan’s Immigration Policy 

Nevertheless, times have changed, maybe 
drastically, for Japan. The country is a forerunner in 
globalization. Up to now, Japan has opted for rigid 
restriction of foreign workers coming into the country. 
But business and Japanese multinationals experience 
the need to open doors to workers from outside in 
order to be able to compete and expand their 
activities. I believe that Japan’s official stance on the 
issue of migrant workers is different from the policies 
of Japanese businesses. That became clear around the 
year 2007, when the country officially opened the 
door to “Nikkeijin” （ Japanese descendants ） with 
former roots in Japan from Latin American countries. 
Business pushed strongly for changes in immigration 
policies. 

In fact, there are two main new phenomena 
obliging Japanese authorities to make some 
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substantial changes in their perceptions with regard to 
the acceptance of foreign workers. 

The first is the preparation for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. In the past, exactly 50 years ago on the 
occasion of the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, the country 
observed a substantial economic-industrial recovery. 
The building of high-speed highways and the 
beginning of the Shinkansen （Bullet Trains） became 
symbols of strong economic development. Now, with 
the coming of the new 2020 Tokyo Olympics, people 
recall those “good old days” and expect a new strong 
economic recovery. Nevertheless, Japan does not 
have the workers needed to produce an economic 
“miracle” again. So even Prime Minister Abe has 
officially stated that Japan will accept 200,000 
foreign workers annually. 

The second phenomenon is even more realistic 
and urgent. Japan’s population is increasingly 
shrinking and the country is in need of a young labor 
force, which is impossible to find nowadays. Japan 
has decided to retain and augment its industrial 
powers and needs workers from outside to do that. 
  The projected decrease in Japan’s population has 
forced the country to think more positively about 
accepting foreign labor and improving the whole 
immigration system. 

 
New Immigration Law (2012) 

The Japan Immigration Law has been revised 
several times. In 1989, during the economic bubble 
period, as a result of the revision of the law, Nikkeijin  
mainly from Latin America were easily permitted to 
come to Japan to work. Around 400,000 Nikkeijin 
from Brazil and Peru were living and working in 
Japan by 2007. The new revision of the law in 2009 
gave the Home Ministry absolute control over 
foreigners in the country. The alien registration card 
all foreigners had to have in the past was changed 
into a “residence card” with an IC chip, where all 
personal data, including residence address, 
visa status, etc. was included. Foreigners are 
obliged always to have it with them, with a 
penalty up to 200,000 yen if a person is found 
without it. Employers are also obliged to 
report in detail about the workers they employ, 
their domiciles, visa status, employment 
conditions, etc. 

City halls (numbering 1,787) spread all 
over the country were formerly the offices in 
charge of officially handling many formalities 
in areas where foreigners were living, but 
they are not allowed to do so any more. 
Instead, immigration offices limited in 
number (76) do everything regarding 
foreigners. Those not reporting immediately 

on changes of address, marriage issues like divorce, 
changes of jobs, etc. are subject to penalties. In other 
words, Immigration enjoys total control now. 

Immigration authorities estimate that in 2011 
there were between 90,000 and 100,000 
undocumented migrants in Japan, including 78,488 
over-stayers. The number of over-stayers has been 
halved in the last five years. Most came from Asian 
countries: South Korea (19,271), China (10,337), 
Philippines (9,329), Taiwan (4,774), and Thailand 
(4,264). 

Undocumented foreigners, if caught by police or 
by immigration officers, are taken into detention 
centers that are real jails. 

Japan has three main immigration detention 
centers, in Ushiku (Ibaraki prefecture), Ibaraki 
(Osaka prefecture), and Omura (Nagasaki prefecture), 
plus other big temporary centers like the one in 
Shinagawa (Tokyo), where hundreds of foreigners are 
detained. Immigration has 8 regional bureaus, 7 
district immigration offices, and 61 branch offices. As 
of 2012, all regional bureaus, district immigration 
offices, and 1 branch office had detention facilities. 
  Lengthy detentions are also a major problem, as 
the book Kabe no Namida (Wall of Tears) points out, 
because even after deportation orders are issued for 
Immigration Law violators, these violators can 
continue to be held for an indefinite time. 
  According to an investigation by Kyodo News, 23 
detainees at the centers attempted suicide between 
2000 and 2004. 

 
Present Foreign Population in Japan 

Japan currently has about 2,220,000 registered 
foreigners. Of these, 660,000 (30%) are Chinese and 
590,000 (27%) are resident Koreans. 

 
For further information 

Jesuit Social Center Bulletin February 15, 2015 
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Some Post-Disaster Activities  
Mitsuhiko Hosaka 
Japan, July 2015 

 
 

1. An overview and summary 
Since the outbreak of great earthquake, tsunami 

and atomic power plant accident on 11 March 2011 in 
Tohoku region, we in ACHR-Japan have been 
involved, in a modest manner, in support activities 
for affected families, with funding assistance from 
ACHR-ACCA, MISEREOR as well as local 
communities. Much of the funds have been allocated 
to exchange visits organized for disaster-affected 
women groups and supporters. Among others, their 
mutual visits and interactions with Sri Lankan 
women groups who recovered from the Indian Ocean 
tsunami of 2004 proved to be effective. 

Preparation of accommodations for evacuee 
families, including old house renovation and rent 
subsidy in Osaka area, organized by community 
architect Seiji and his team particularly for women 
and their children who fled from Fukushima, was 
another focus. Information support was extended for 
them to keep contact with their home towns and with 

other evacuee families spread nation-wide. In 
addition, community groups from Kitashiba (a 
traditionally discriminated buraku community that 
extended rescue support immediately after disaster) 
in Osaka were involved in collecting, compiling and 
disseminating information about livelihood situations 
and new trends in temporary housing areas in Tohoku.  

A community-based support organization was 
established after the disaster in Otsuchi, a devastated 
fishing town of Tohoku, and registered in 2012 to be 
named tsudoi (meaning “getting together”). A 
working student, Sachiko, who returned her home 
Otsuchi after the devastation, became its coordinator 
and managing secretary.  

In the initial period, we technically supported the 
construction of a community space managed by 
tsudoi. The building, designed by Seiji and once 
completed in December 2011 as an evolving model 
of participatory housing, was a part of our advocacy 
for a design concept alternative to conventional 

  

Call on Mayor and Vice Mayor, Kamaishi, one of the most severely tsunami-hit cities 
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Hearing about Sri Lankan Women’s Coop’s safety net 
program 

 

temporary and permanent public housing. A “starter” 
room functioned as a place of gathering by old and 
young people, whether affected or not affected by 
tsunami. However, the building had to be dismantled 
due to land issue in 2013, and since then we have 
been searching for an alternative site for tsudoi’s 
office as well as community space.  

Meanwhile   tsudoi   has   been   organizing   a   variety  
of  community  activities.  The  project  concept  was  to  
eventually  establish  and  manage  a  community   fund  
which   is   revolving   to   help   local   entrepreneurs   for  
disaster   recovery.   But   tsudoi   is   still   too   small   in  
lending   capacity.   Starting   from   initial   investments  
from   MISEREOR   and   ACHR,   tsudoi   at   the   moment  
receives  donations  from  citizens,  community  groups  
and  civil  organizations  in  a  pool  for  collective  actions  
for   community   revitalization.  We   therefore   call   this  
pooled   fund   as   a   community   fund   and   have  
supported  its  individual  activities  selectively.  

  
2. Exchange visits and seminars 

As a follow-up to a field visit programme sending 
five tsunami-affected woman leaders from Otsuchi-
Kamaishi to the Women’s Coop in Sri Lanka in 
August 2013, a group of five from Women’s Coop 
stayed in Otsuchi town and Kamaishi City in 
September-October 2013. Three of them had 

seriously suffered from tsunami of 2004. 
They visited affected families, temporary housing 

sites, government support centers, women groups of 
fishing cooperatives, local community leaders, and 
small shops and handicraft groups that started after 
tsunami as women’s income-generation activities. 
They participated in an affected people’s town 
seminar, organized by tsudoi, to speak on the 
comparison of post-disaster activities between two 
countries. The group, joined by local community 
representatives, also visited mayors of Otsuchi and 
Kamaishi. The people’s town seminar and their 
courtesy calls on mayors were highlighted in local 
newspapers. The group told that Asian culture of 
living together with the nature, even if it is violent 
sometimes, was common among people between the 
two countries, and suggested the mayors to 

Women’s Coop group visiting temporary housing in 
Tohoco 

 

Affected people’s town seminar 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handicraft shop managed by tsunami-affected women 

 

Talking with a fishing coop woman leader in her 
temporary workshop 
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reconsider the planned construction of 20m-high 
breakwater dike all along the coast. 

After listening about Women Coop activities, a 
local woman community leader noted that while there 
had been many exchange programs for friendship in 
the past, they could now establish solidarity linkage 
for practical actions and that organizations and funds 
could be created from within, though both had been 
brought to them by external agencies since the 
disaster. The Sri Lankan group then visited in Tokyo 
a nation-wide cooperative alliance to discuss 
rehabilitation support, social security programs, and 

international cooperation. 
As mentioned above, Kitashiba community has 

been involved in extending support to Tohoku, 
including Otsuchi ever since the disaster. The 
community sent several community organizers and 
technical staff, as well as equipments and used 
vehicles. Sachiko had opportunities of visiting 
Kitashiba, which is famous for community 
development, and learned about community 
organizing skills and methods of community survey.  

In August 2014, on invitation form Women’s Co-
op and ACCA again, we sent Sachiko and two 
woman community facilitators from Kitashiba to Sri 
Lanka. They looked specifically into safety-net 
programme developed by the Co-op and how tsunami-
affected families have been covered by the 
programme. The visitors noted that while many donor 
agencies soon left after tsunami disaster relief, the 
Co-op leadership strenuously visited victims and 
helped organize new groups. The affected women 
became sustainable members of the Coop. While the 
government free education and medicine did not 
really relieve the poor, the Co-op was able to 
extend safety-net support to poor women and their 
families. “ These imply that the Coop has been 
genuinely need-based and demand-driven”, said 
Sachiko.  
 
3. Preparation of evacuees’ accommodations 

Seiji and his team worked closely with a non-
profit Community Management Association and 
prepared collective housing which accommodated 
several women-headed families and migrant workers 
evacuating from radiation in Fukushima. Its location 
was in Osaka, 700 km away from their home in 
Fukushima, and within a densely-inhabited low-
income community. The preparation involved 
substantial physical renovation. 

lane between row houses 
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Some details are as follows: The map below 
shows that there were 3 two-story row houses in 
parallel, each having 64 to 68 units in back-to back 
on two floors. This was very old, dense, and cheap 
accommodation typical in traditional Osaka down 
town. White units were vacant. The Project rented 6 
units from a private owner for a fixed period. The 
rent was about 50,000 yen (500 dollars). Two units 
(with horizontal stripes) out of six were renovated by 
the Project and converted as common living rooms. 
The rest four (shaded with net) were sublet to four 
evacuee families at subsidized rates.  

Each unit has its own kitchen, bath room and two 
bed rooms. In terms of number of tatami mats on the 
floor (this is Japanese way of measuring the size of a 
room), one bed room has 4.5 tatamis and the other 6. 
The area of a unit is about 30 square meters. The 
common space is not only for the evacuee families to 
sit and talk together, but also used as a post-disaster 
information centre as well as community place for 
job training, mental counselling and other functions, 
hence evacuee families in some other areas and 
original residents in the community also got together. 

In fact, this project started when the first batch of 
evacuees began to resettle coming out of Fukushima 
immediately following the nuke accident of March 
2011. At the outset, the Project invited affected 
families only through personal contacts of established 
rescue groups. There have been, since then, 
altogether 9 families who moved in, stayed, and left 
from time to time.  

By early 2014, all have left, getting job 
opportunities or deciding to go home near Fukushima. 
One of them started a community enterprise and 
settled outside. The project was closed as such. 
Meanwhile, the Project approached the local 
government which, while offering vacant public 
housing units to evacuee families in the city, provided 
employment promotion, counselling and job training 
activities to other needy evacuees. Toyonaka City in 
Osaka, for example, was active in accommodating 
evacuee families in their public housing, facilitating 
communication and extending life support, and 

recruited one of our colleagues as an advisor and care 
supporter for evacuees. 

Meanwhile, some evacuee leaders currently 
staying in Osaka established a kind of housing 
cooperative. The government permanent housing for 
affected families in Fukushima, and site preparation 
for it, is not really progressing. The cooperative 
identified a vacant plot in Iwaki City within 
Fukushima Province, and decided to build low-cost 
rental housing collectively. Some 50 evacuee families, 
both within and outside the province, have already 
agreed to join the porject. Mr. Endo, the leader of the 
cooperative, says their housing may not necessarily 
be a permanent one, but reasonable accommodations 
will support processes for self reliant livelihood of 
disaster-affected people including himeself. 

  
4. Information support 

Information activities have been more routinized. 
Kitashiba community representatives made trips to 
Fukushima for information collection concerning 
evacuee families within Fukushima Province. 
Otherwise, Kitashiba keeps, maintains and updates a 
space to exhibit the situations of Tohoku with a small 
outlet store of products brought from affected 
communities.  

Information activities by tsudoi have been 
organizationally integrated in a region-wide 
information programme run by a Sendai-based NGO 
called Community Life Support Center (CLC), which 
includes local information and exchange centres and 
regular booklet publications for affected people. 
Meanwhile, Sachiko has been making trips almost 
every month to universities, local authorities and 
NGOs all over Japan to provide information of 
tsunami-affected areas and give lectures. 
  

5. Completion of model housing and follow-up 
With support from MISEREOR and 

ACHR/ACCA, tsudoi once established its office and 
community-gathering space in 2011. Though it 

Common living room to gather 

 

a bed room 
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became an active centre of tsunami-affected people, 
the location could not be of permanent nature. The 
building had to be dismantled after two years, while 
the devised temporary construction system of frame 
structure that could be transported to another site was 
still to be disseminated.  

While tsudoi’s office is currently located in a 
government temporary housing, a permanent site for 
its office as well as community space is being 
searched and almost decided. It is expected that the 
building design follows the concept, as before, of 
experimenting with evolutionary building (which 
may be extended from time to time or easily 
relocated if required) and participatory construction. 
The funding support is prospective. 

 
6. Community fund 

Tsudoi manages a “community fund”, but it is not 
yet a community loan fund for income-generation 
and community enterprises. In Japan, any loan 
business has to be registered under the money-
lending law which is quite strict.  

Only recently, some NGOs initiated to raise funds 
from civil society and invest on environmentally-
friendly, socially-meaningful community businesses. 
In Otsuchi, we also have been discussing this, but 
tsudoi’s financial and managerial capacity is still too 
small.  

Meanwhile, tsudoi receives donations in a pooled 
fund, which was created with financial support from 
MISEREOR and ACHR, for specific activities from 
time to time. Some of the activities implemented in 
Otsuchi town since 2013 have included the 
following: 

 

 

 

In   collaboration   with   student   groups   from   Tokyo   and   Osaka,   tsudoi  
organized   local   children’s   assembly,   calligraphy   and   music   classes,  
cooking   events,   Christmas   gathering,   etc.   Meanwhile,   tsudoi   provided  
students  from  outside  with  opportunities  of  understanding  post-‐disaster  
situations.  Some  1300  people  were  involved.  

	  

 

Calling  for  emergency  donations  for  disaster-‐affected  people  in  and  
outside  Japan:  

 

Organizing  community  market  almost  every  month:  
About  20  local  women  and  men  every  time  brought  their  handicraft  

products,   dry   fish,   vegetables,   etc.   and   some   200   people   came   form  
within  and  outside  Otsuchi  town.  Effective   for   reactivating   interactions  
among   tsunami-‐affected   residents   and   with   outside.   Number   of  
participants  are  on  increase. 
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Assisting  in  re-‐establishment  of  school  library  in  a  local  primary  school  
located  in  temporary  building,  by  supplying  furniture,  collecting  books  
and  organizing  pupil  groups:  

 

 

Tsudoi  organized  a  community  gathering  on  11th  day  of  every  month  and  
facilitated  talks  on  local  customs,  traditional  foods,  festivals,  fishermen’s  
self-‐imposed  rules,  old  wisdom  of  disaster  preparedness,  etc.  in  thematic  
workshops.  These  are  to  be  reflected  in  reconstruction  plans  of  the  
town,  and  hence  recorded  in  DVDs  and  thousands  copies  of  booklet.  

	 

Conducted  consultative  sessions  for  local  entrepreneurs  and  small  
enterprises  on  product  design,  marketing  and  business  management.  
They  included  on-‐the-‐spot,  hands-‐on  advice  for  individual  shop  keepers  
and  manufacturing  workshops.  

 
7. Research and policy implications 

We have completed a survey on the rebirth and 
redevelopment of societal community space after the 
catastrophe in Otsuchi town. Some 130 locations 
were identified by local people as places which 
provide feelings of belonging and sharing (as of 
December 2014). They ranged from officially-
established support centers in temporary housing 
sites to more informal and private ones such as 
temple gardens and small retail shops. In terms of 
functions, they offer places of personal protection, 
community interaction, and social communication. 
The analysis shows that some of the informal, 

individual gathering spaces have developed into more 
interactive, community-managed social space for 
joint actions. Meanwhile, government-led 
reconstruction planning proceeds with goal-oriented, 
time-bound structures, even if not totally top-down. 
There is a need for government planning processes to 
accommodate social dynamisms developing at the 
grassroots community spaces of mutual interactions. 

 
For further information 

hosaka.m@k6.dion.ne.jp 
  

 
 

 
An extended and sheltered space in front of a temporary 

private retail shop 

 
Community-managed place of societal interaction in a 

reconstructed housing site 
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Government Promotes Community Block Machines 
State of Tamaulipas, Mexico 

www.tamaulipas.gob.mx 
 

 
The Social Policy of the State Government 
headed by Egidio Torre Cantú, through the 
Institute Tamaulipeco of Housing and Urban 
Development (ITAVU), strongly promotes the 
program “Community Block Machines”, where 
the participation of heads of household is an 
outstanding example of work and 
responsibility.  

Within this program it is recorded that 70 percent 
of applications to join the self-production block, are 
made by women seeking greater opportunities to 
build, expand or improve their homes.  
 

The Director of the agency, Sadot Perez 
Castaneda, emphasized “that are the heads of 
households are the ones who constantly 
approach our office in search of new support 
benefits for their families, as is decent 
housing”.  

He reported that seven out of 10 women 
do the procedure for obtaining the support of 

block packages and it is they who motivate, 
organize and carry their husbands, sons or 
relatives to self-produce the block, promoting 
family unity and harmony which translates 
into a family welfare.  

In the 40 community block machines that 
are operating in 35 municipalities in the state, 
daily participation of hundreds of women is 
recorded in both urban areas and on rural 
communities.  
 

 “There are thousands of women in different 
sectors of society to play an important role in the 
development of Tamaulipas, we know that the need 
for housing is a definite social factor to enhance the 
quality of life of Tamaulipas, where women always 
put all their effort and commitment to do “; stressed 
the official.  

 “In the ITAVU we recognize the dynamism and 
positive attitude of women; for that reason we 
continue giving the heads of families and single 

mothers  direct attention, with 
humanitarian and worthy 
consideration, by providing the 
support to enable them to have a 
safe heritage  with legal certainty “.  

 
Community Block Machines 

Are Launched 
State of Yucatán - Mexico 

www.notirasa.com 
Governor Rolando Zapata Bello 

put into operation community 
block machines in the colony “La 
Guadalupana”, commissary station 
of Dzununcán, which will help 
decrease the cost production of 
housing actions by developing 
some materials by the beneficiaries 
and the Housing Institute of 
Yucatán.  

Blocks manufactured by the 
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community form part of the inputs of the first 19 
housing projects of the self-help housing program in 
the mentioned colony. The total investment made by 
the State Housing Institute Yucatan (Ivey) for 
acquisition of machines and materials was 259, 840 
pesos; with such equipment over 1000 blocks can be 
produced daily.  

The head of Ivey, César Escobedo May, reported 
that the Faculty of Engineering of Uady 
(Autonomous University of Yucatán) has certificated 
that blocks manufactured by the community have the 
highest quality standards. “The result of the first 
laboratory tests  certify that blocks meet the quality 
standards marked by construction norms and with 

that ensures that have the quality to be used in all 
kinds of housing works “.  

The head of the executive said that one of the 
most important commitments of the Government is to 
ensure elementary welfare to Yucatán families.  

 “A strategy to stimulate and encourage 
community participation, is that the government 
make available the basic and essential elements to 
create favorable conditions to the  development of 
self-help housing, empowering the  participation of 
neighbors in the construction of decent shelter to be 
shared with their families“, he said.  

For further information: 
Arq. Alfredo Méndez 

 mendezalfredo@speedy.com.ar 
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Government and AR Agree to Service 200,000 Plots in the 
Countrywide 

By Etuna Aindongo on  
24 July 2015 

 
 

 

WINDHOEK, 24 JUL (NAMPA) 
The government will immediately embark on a 

nationwide project to service 200 000 plots 
countrywide, it was decided on Friday. 
This was one of the resolutions taken at a meeting 
between members of the Affirmative Repositioning 
(AR) movement and representatives of the 
government. The meeting was chaired by President 
Hage Geingob. 

Friday’s meeting follows threats by the AR 
movement that landless Namibians would occupy 
land if their demands were not met by 31 July.  
 
Affirmative Repositioning (AR) 

Affirmative Repositioning (AR) is a radical 
movement in Namibia aimed at improving the socio-
economic conditions of urban youth. Started in 2014 
by Job Amupanda, Dimbulukweni Nauyoma and 
George Kambala, AR uses social media platforms to 
mobilize residents to apply for erven (small 
residential land titles) from the municipality. Due to 
thousands of youth submitting their forms on the 
same day, these activities have the character of mass 
demonstrations. The movement has in a first round in 

November 2014 achieved a wave 
individual land applications in 
Windhoek, Namibia's capital. It has 
since spread to other Namibian 
towns. The Affirmative 
Repositioning movement has 
threatened to take the land by force 
should the applications not have 
been processed and approved by July 
2015. 
 
Establishment and land applications 

On 9 November 2014, Amupanda, 
Kambala and Nauyoma cleared land 
which they named "Erf number 
2014" in Windhoek's affluent Kleine 
Kuppe suburb, stating high rental 

prices in town and nepotism in the municipality as 
reasons for their actions. The action was widely seen 
as illegal land grabbing. Amupanda, who was 
SWAPO Party Youth League (SPYL) Secretary for 
Information, Publicity and Mobilisation at that time 
and also served in the youth wing's executive 
committee, resigned his positions shortly before 
being suspended along Nauyoma and Kambala by the 
'Top four' of SWAPO party: president Hifikepunye 
Pohamba, vice-president Hage Geingob, secretary-
general Nangolo Mbumba, and his deputy Laura 
McLeod-Katjirua.[2] The trio vacated the illegally 
occupied plot after a few days. 

In the meantime AR activists started mobilizing 
young people to apply for land at the Windhoek 
municipality. They used social media and existing 
SWAPO Youth League party structures. 

On 21 November 2014 the City of Windhoek 
received 14,000 individual land applications. In a 
second round of mass action on 27 February 2015, 
Windhoek received a further 2,500 applications. Land 
applications were also handed in to the municipalities 
of Walvis Bay (9,500 applications), Okahandja 
(4,000), Swakopmund (3,000[5]), Ongwediva (2,500), 
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Oshakati (2,500), Keetmanshoop (800), Rundu (400), 
Otjiwarongo (200) and Tsumeb (200). 

In April 2015 the municipality of Henties Bay 
offered 120 serviced land plots to applicants of the 
AR movement, among them Amupanda, Nauyoma, 
and Kambala. This move has been widely criticised, 
and the AR leaders were accused of misusing their 
movement's goals by applying for plots in the 
upmarket holiday town of Henties Bay while being 
residents of Windhoek. As of May 2015 the plots 
have not been transferred yet. 
 
Reception 

AR has been described as the "biggest peaceful 
mass action since Namibia’s independence in 1990." 
The level of organization within the movement as 
well as the variety of political promises by its main 
activist Amupanda has raised the concern that AR 
might be a "political party in the making". SWAPO 
has generally condemned the initial land grab. 
Regarding the subsequent mobilization action the 
party has not taken a uniform position. SPYL 
secretary-general Elijah Ngurare has backed the 
movement but several regional SWAPO politicians 
do not approve of it.  

For further information 
http://www.nbc.na/news_article.php?id= 

16200&title=The-current-land-debate- 
gives-attention-also-to-the-Shack-Dwellers-

Federation 
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 The Sanitation Program of Lumanti 
 

 
Ramgram Municipality of Nawalparasi district 
declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) zone on 24 
May 2015 with the participation of more than 3,000 
people representing 13 wards.  

Lumanti has been implementing WASH 
improvement program in Ramgram Municipality in 
partnership with Water Aid in Nepal since 2013. 
Initially the WASH program was targeted for Wards 1 
and 8. Based on the municipality requirements and 
the community need, the WASH program later 
extended to 26 communities of 10 wards, providing 
support for the improvement to the poor and 

marginalized from 638 households of the targeted 
wards. It has constructed individual toilets with the 
support of the WASH project. 

The project also provided support for the 
construction of community toilets in collaboration 
with Tole Lane Organizations in 5 wards. 

A total of 505 platforms were also rehabilitated in 
4 wards for poor and marginalized families. 

For further information 
lumanti.org.np/  
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Lumanti’s Disaster Preparedness of  
Young People Proved Beneficial in Emergency Response 

Sagar Ghimire, 27 May 2015 | 
 
 

KIRTIPUR, May 26: While the tragedy of the April 
25 Earthquake and the subsequent aftershocks still 
grips the country, a group of some hundred youths in 
Kirtipur have been working tirelessly from day one 
of the disaster.  

These young people immediately swung into 
rescue and relief operation after the big quake. The 
sudden tremor was, however, a real test for these 
Kirtipur youth who have been trained in disaster 
preparedness for the last three years.  

The earthquake challenged them to apply their 
learning and theoretical understanding of disaster 
management into practice for the first time since they 
started their trainings. 

And, here is how these nearly one thousand 
youths of 19 wards of Kirtipur engaged themselves in 
the rescue and relief operation in their community 
within half an hour of the quake that shook the nation. 
The effort to train and prepare around 3,000 youths in 
the municipality for disaster management have paid 
off with many lives saved and casualties minimized 
to an extent, local observers say.  

In a bid to prepare youth at the community level 
to help minimize casualties resulting from the disaster, 
the Disaster Management Committee (DMC) was 
formed in all of the 19 wards in Kirtipur as part of the 
Urban Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Preparedness and Community based Disaster Risk 
Management Project. It was implemented by 
Lumanti’s, Environment and Public Health 
Organization (ENPHO) and Oxfam, with the funding 
of UKAID. 

DMC is led by the Ward Secretary of the 
municipal office while its members are from the 
communities.  

Immediately after the quake hit the nation, these 
youths rushed to their community to rescue and save 
people trapped in the debris of collapsed homes.  

“To be honest, I was terrified after the earthquake. 
However, I was able to overcome the fear when we 
got the call to help out. I gained more strength when I 
saw destruction everywhere and realized I was so 

lucky to survive. I helped rescue those who were 
trapped while fellow members of the DMC arrived at 
the scene with the equipment to clear the debris,” 26-
year-old Sagar Basnet from Ward 15—one of the 
worst hit wards of Kirtipur—told the newspaper 
Republica.   

“After the quake, first I made sure that my family 
members and my home were safe. Then I left for the 
stockpile storage where other volunteers had already 
arrived. We took out our helmets, shovels, 
wheelbarrows, wheelchairs, stretchers, tarpaulins, 
and other rescue materials from there to start the 
rescue efforts in our community,” said Smriti 
Bajracharya, 19-year-old resident of Kirtipur’s Ward 
4.  

As part of the disaster preparedness, the project 
had built a stockpile store in each ward of the 
municipality. The earthquake resistant home stores 
various equipment’s needed to carry out rescue and 
relief operation in the aftermath of an earthquake.  

“We didn’t find much destruction in our ward, so 
we were largely focused on soothing the fears of the 
locals who were panicked by the quake. We escorted 
them to an open space where we quickly built some 
makeshift camps,” she added.  

For the youth groups, coordination or the lack of 
it among volunteers and disaster management teams 
posed the biggest challenge during the relief and 
rescue efforts. 

“During such difficult times, when there is panic 
and fear of riots, we need better coordination and 
collaboration between rescuers and relief workers in 
order to avoid confusion and chaos. We were aware 
of this problem before the earthquake and we had 
agreed to an open space here in Ward 2 to start our 
rescue works. We also made announcements in 
communities urging DMC and other task group 
members to gather at a single point,” shared Bikram 
Maharjan, a youth volunteer from Ward 2.  

“As soon as volunteers and group members 
gathered, we dispatched them for different purposes 
like search and rescue, first aid, hospital support, 
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water management and WASH among others,” he 
added.  

DMC also has various task forces like Light 
Search and Rescue, First Aid, Damage and Need 
Assessment, and WASH, among others, which is 
composed of trained members.  

After wrapping up the initial rescue and search 
efforts, some of these team members are now actively 
working on maintaining sanitation and hygiene in the 
makeshift camps in Kirtipur as well as Tundikhel and 
Naikap among other areas in the Capital where 
victims are taking shelter after being rendered 
homeless by the quake.  

“Realizing the need of clean drinking water and 
toilets, and to prevent the outbreak of any 
communicable disease, we have built nearly one 
hundred toilets in the makeshift shelters,” informed 
Maharjan, who is among the WASH task force.  

Locals said that the toll of human casualties in the 
municipality was relatively low in comparison to the 
number of destructed homes. “DMC, in coordination 
with other concerned stakeholders, have been doing 
the needful to spread awareness among locals about 
the disaster and the possible measures they should 
adopt during and after earthquake,” said Ramesh 
Prasad Nepal, municipality office secretary for Ward 
7, who also heads the ward’s DMC. “The figure 
could have been further low if there were no old 
house structures,” he said. 

According to the data from Kirtipur Municipality 
Office, the earthquake claimed 41 lives while a total 
of 2,728 homes were completely damaged by the 
quake.  

For Sobina Lama, Disaster Program Manager of 
Lumanti, the formation of DMC and other structures 
have also become beneficial in coordinating and 
distributing the relief materials sent from other relief 
groups outside.  

“The groups that have been formed have been 
very resourceful in distributing relief materials 
amidst news reports and complaints elsewhere that 
the relief materials were distributed in uneven ways,” 
she said.  

“We conducted trainings, but the earthquake 
rocked the country when we were still working on 
formulating plans on how to proceed at the wake of a 
disaster. The experience of engaging in this 
earthquake coupled with practical knowledge we 
received in the training will be instrumental in 
minimizing the casualties, if there is any other 
disaster in the future,” she concluded.  

 
For further Information: 

http://www.myrepublica.com/lifestyle/item/21591-
disaster-preparedness-of-young-people-proved-

beneficial-in-emergency-
response.html#sthash.gjIBqxRR.dpuf 
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Technical Training Resource Center (TTRC) 
December 2014 

 
 

Introduction:  
Technical Training Resource Center (TTRC) was 

established in 1997 with the help and support of 
Orangi Pilot Project (OPP). At first, from 1994 to 
1997, its core team got training on area mapping, area 
documentation, basic drafting, infrastructure 
development, construction supervision from OPP. 
Thereafter they formally started work. It is a non-
profit, non- sectarian civil society organization. It is 
registered under Society Act 1860. The TTRC team 
consists of Youth, both male and female.  

 
Background  

To date, TTRC did not only work with OPP but 
also worked with other local, provincial and national 
organizations. On request of other organizations such 
as Shelter Project, Faran Educational Society, Indus 
Resource Center, NED University and MALC it 
provided technical and professional services at 
reasonable cost. In addition to these organizations it 
also provided valuable services to different CSOs, 
CBOs, NGOs at village, Goth, Town, City, District 
and provincial level.  

The philosophy of the establishment of 
organization was to support low income group in 
construction of houses. TTRC team noted that 
whenever people plan to construct their houses within 
their capacity, their houses had some technical faults 
due to lack of awareness and knowledge. Without a 
construction design they constructed their houses due 
to financial constraints. They don’t hire professionals, 
because they cannot pay the fees. TTRC talk with 
people and motivated them about the significance and 
importance of constructing a planned house.  

The role of TTRC is like a bridge. It plays a vital 
role in establishing relationship between 
professionals and low-income group. TTRC team 
gets training on regular basis from other reputable 
organizations and directly serves community and its 
clients. Basically its role in Low Cost Housing, but 
with the time the program extended: Housing 
program, Community Youth Training Program, 
Education Program, Women Saving Program, Mobile 
Guidance and Area mapping program. Apart from 
these programs TTRC also worked on Flood and 
earthquake Rehabilitation. 

Low-Cost Housing Program:  
The aim of housing program is to support low 

income communities. 
Whenever low income people construct their 

houses, they have problems. The foundations are 
deficient, ventilation and light are not enough 
creating respiratory and vision problems.  

TTRC talks with the people, carries out surveys, 
make the drawings with costs estimates and monitors 
the construction. 

TTRC began to work in Orangi Town. Afterwards 
extended its work to other towns of Karachi and 
surroundings: 

•  Plan and estimates completed	 593 
•  Construction supervised 253 
 

Mason training and guidance from 2001 
The basic purpose behind Mason’s Training and 

Mobile Guidance is to enhance the skills and 
techniques of construction. TTRC observes 
construction practices and process and provides 
technical on site mobile guidance to local masons.  

 
Guidance  

•  Organize for Training  
•  Group Discussion.  
•  Guidance during Construction  
•  Guidance was provided to 263 masons. 
 

Youth Training: 
Training of Youth is one of the main components 

of TTRC. The role of TTRC is facilitative. The 
purpose of this program is to train unskilled youth 
from underprivileged areas of Karachi and 
neighborhoods. 

The following youth development training is 
imparted: Area Sketching, Area Mapping, Basic 
Drafting, Basic Building Plan, Labeling Survey, Cost 
Estimation, Scale Drawing and documentation of low 
income settlements. Training on Auto CAD, Corel 
Draw is also imparted. The level of training depends 
upon the nature of student’s needs, and keenness.  

The training of youth formally started in the year 
2001 with the support and help of OPP-RTI when a 
group of five young people were sent to us for action 
training on the cited disciplines. After the training the 
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youth may be placed to other organizations or in the 
job markets. Many NGOs and CBOs are hiring the 
youth trained by TTRC 

The number of youth trained follows: 
•   Area Mapping and Documentation  77  
•   Basic Drafting  88  
•   Leveling Survey  25  
•   Total Station Survey  03  
•   AutoCAD  26  
•   Google Mapping  08  
•   Image Saving Pasting with Google 

Earth  
08  

•   MS.Office  07  
•   Free hand and Photoshop  02  
•   GPS  10  

Grand Total  254  
 

Survey and Digitized Mapping: 
When OPP-RTI started area mapping of different 

districts and towns, Taluka, villages and Goths, 
TTRC was asked to take part in the process. A 
numerous number of surveys was carried out by the 
organization and documented accordingly. The work 
is supervised and supported by OPP-RTI. A survey 
work comprises mapping of area, collection of 
information of different facilities and amenities such 
as water and sewage line, electricity, gas, population 
and its size, socio-economic condition, education and 
health etc. After having collected the information, 
both qualitative and quantitative, the data is recorded 
accordingly.  

There are two types of services of Digital 
Mapping which TTRC is providing. Both have its 
significance. One is Goth Division Mapping which 
eases the land leasing process through which Lease 
Document can be availed. The other is Digitized 
Mapping of the area which facilitates lobbying for 
civic facilities such as sewage line, road, park and gas 
etc.  

At the moment Goth Mapping is done only at the 
Karachi level but digitization is done at the 
City/District level and all over Pakistan. TTRC is 
involved in contacting different NGOs, CBOs, Area 
Social Activists and Goth influential people. To date, 
apart from other units, a total 0f 42 Goths map has 
been documented while survey and mapping has 
started in Qalandaria New Nazimabad, Baldia Town 
UC#3 and Mashkey-Balochistan. The work of New 
Nazimaba at Qalandria has been completed.  

Furthermore digitization works of city mapping 
are on course. So far, a total of 85 city/area 
digitization has been completed.  

 
TTRC Education Program:  

TTRC involvement in education program 
basically started in 1997 when OPP was supporting 
small schools in Orangi, Baldia and other Town in 
the shape of small grants. This type of support 
continues. OPP Education Program directly supports  
schools after receiving an application. The role of 
TTRC was/is to physically verify the applicant 
schools’ assessment of their needs in the light of 
submitted application. TTRC also carries out survey, 
prepares maps and supervises the construction and 
renovation work. Thereafter close monitoring and the 
technical documentation of development work was/is 
recorded. So far more than 629 small scale schools 
have received financial and technical support from 
OPP. 428 of these were facilitated by TTRC.  

 
School Saving Group -United Education 
Development Society (UEDS):  

In November 2004, TTRC started to motivate the 
small school local entrepreneurs to promote 
cooperation through joint meetings and savings. 
These schools are facing problems due to lack of 
resources which are difficult to handle individually. 
The philosophy behind the savings and collaborative 
action is to resolve the problems jointly. In Orangi 
Town there are 31 regular members who are saving 
money and are the part of the UEDS-Savings Group. 
After the success of this model TTRC started to 
replicate this model to other towns.   

The Hamdard School Saving Group consist of 14 
schools at Baldia Town. The Friends Saving Group 
consists of 12 schools at Baldia Town. The Joint 
Hands School Savings Group consists of 12 schools 
at Baldia Town. The GEBS School Savings Group 
consists of 5 school at Orangi town. 

 Mobilization and motivation at Kemari Town, 
Gadap Town and Site Town continue.   

The   groups   meets   regularly   to   discuss   different  
issues   pertaining   to   school   improvement,   organizes  
teacher   training   and   students   horizontal   meeting  
through  different  competitions  and  events.    

 
School Survey:  

In order to know the existing available schools 
resources, TTRC is surveying Orangi schools. A 
survey format was designed and some youth were 
trained on it. In area UC#6 Orangi Town there are 66 
schools. Only 4 are public and the rest are private. 

Most private schools are small and poor. Their fee 
ranges from Rs 200 to 300. The survey data summary 
follows: 

•  Total number of students: 6,066  
Girls=3569(58.8%)  
Boys=2497(41.2%)  

•  Total number of teachers: 341  
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•  PTR: Almost 18:1  
•  Total number of classrooms: 277  
•  Total toilet: 64 
 

Women saving groups:	  
TTRC established women saving group in 2010 to 

promote saving habits. So far nine groups have been 
formed on cluster basis. At the moment savings range 
from Rs.100 to Rs.300 (USD1 = PKR100). The total 
saved amount as of December 2014 is Rs.15,02,690. 
The maturity of getting loan from the people money 
is one year. For having a loan another member’s 
recommendation is mandatory. After the consent of a 
member, the loan applicant gets triple amount from 
her saved money. The loan can be utilized in house 
development, school and college examination fee, 
purchasing of kitchen utensils, health development, 
and renovation and repairing of houses or any type of 
economic development. The loan ranges from 
Rs1,700 to 15,000. So far 406 women have received 
a loan amounting to Rs.51,60,105. To date, 
Rs.37,60,015 has been recovered, which is a 
satisfactory level.  

 
Monitoring Flood Rehabilitation Work:  

Pakistan faced a natural disaster in the form of 
heavy rains and floods in the month of July/August 
2010. Country-wide heavy rains turned into worst 
flood and caused the damage and destruction of 
human life, livestock, infrastructure (houses, school, 
Road, bridges etc.) and communication throughout 

Pakistan. The floods in Pakistan have caused horrific 
damage to homes, businesses, crops and lives.  

Efforts have been taken by local/national and 
international organization to support the affected 
people in different emerged needs particularly in the 
area of rehabilitation. OPP–RTI is one of the 
organization that started support to affected people in 
the area of low cost housing. This work was done 
through different implementing partners.  

TTRC is one of the assisting partners employed to 
do the documentation and monitoring of work related 
to shelter, water supply and schools. TTRC is not 
only documenting the things but also monitoring the 
implementation status. Under this shelter program 
OPP-RTI provides roofing materials to flood affected 
people such as reed matting with bamboos and steel 
guarders and technical support though community 
ensures labor work.  

There are 34 partners of OPP-RTI in Province 
Sind and southern Punjab and Baluchistan. These 
partner organization are working in the villages of 20 
towns. A part from previous monitoring visits and 
follow-ups, 6 monitoring visits were made during this 
period, in which two visits were done in Baluchistan 
and four in the Province Sindh.  

 
For further Information: 

 Phone: 0333-2358301  
sirajttrc@yahoo.com, 
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Chastity and the Invisible Night 
By Raymund L. Fernandez 

Chastity Mirabiles refers to a street child,  
an 11 years old girl who collapsed on the street and died last April 6,2015  

after being rounded up along with other child beggars by the Fuente police of Cebu city,  
at dawn of Easter Sunday, April 5.   

 
There are subtle intricacies in the design of old 
Philippine colonial houses. Whatever it was called, it 
was always a house of shadows and secret doorways. 
The posts stood a few feet away from the walls 
producing little niches for the household help to 
position themselves away from view of the master 
and his guests. They were not supposed to show 
themselves unless the master called for some small 
service or other. 

He read somewhere how this was an old European 
tradition, ostensibly practiced by the well-to-do, 
those who could afford large mansions whose 
domestic operations were done mostly by the 
children of neighboring peasants. They have their 
own world, well away and different from the land of 
their feudal lords. And that fact shows itself in the 
architecture and the design of living spaces, the 
architectonics of the culture itself. 

In remembering ancient times, we read mostly 
about the lives of the powerful. The household help, 
the domestics, the poor are seldom ever written about. 
Egypt reminds us of great pharaohs and the pyramids. 
We seldom if ever remember the slaves who did most 
of the work of cutting each piece of stone and then 
laying them down one over another, layer upon layer. 

How did they live? What did they eat? What toys 
did they play with? All these are erased in history. 
The poor are invisible. Even if they were everywhere 
as they still are. 

The travel of the times have not changed this 
invisibility in the real sense. We see only the outward 
signs. The fact of unkempt children knocking on the 
windows of our cars or the jeepneys we ride to and 
back from work. In the very early morning, we might 
find them, the homeless, sleeping by the sidewalks, 
the sun slowly baking them where they 
lie. But soon, guards will come to chase 
them away leaving us only an inkling 
that they were there at all. 

They are children of the night, 
beggars, eking out a small living, a coin 
for watching a car, a dole out from a 
foreigner, if they are lucky; the darkness 

brings with it unpredictable opportunities. As much 
of it as there are dangers. Like us, they live by wits. 
And if not that, then purely by luck. Who knows what 
the darkness and the bright neon lights bring? 

It makes perfect sense to be invisible, not to show 
one’s self until one needs to. There are those who 
would round them up, send them to jail just for being 
there, and always for their own good. But when that 
is not happening, there are other dangers. Which is 
why they travel in groups. Do they have families? 
Homes? That would be too far distant. They would 
not be missed. 

The streets are their home now. Here, they must 
find their secret places. Places where they can sleep 
away from the public eye. They are invisible because 
they need to be. The places where they sleep must be 
invisible too, a hole in the wall, even a hidden hole 
inside an old tree will do. 

And even as they live this way, we all go about 
our lives working in factories, offices, schools. We 
live in houses, inside subdivisions, or condos in plush 
high-rise buildings. We imagine the difficulty of our 
own lives. The difficulty of other lives are for us 
unreachable. We can hardly believe. 

We have problems of our own. How do we even 
begin to contemplate the lives of those who when 
they get sick do not go to a doctor, or buy medicine? 
Those, who must beg or sell themselves for their next 
meal? They disappear into the night. Become 
invisible. It is not because we like them that way. It is 
only because we have grown used to it. Used to them 
this way, invisible. And they like it that way too. 
They are also grown used to it. To be invisible is to 
survive. 

And then the girl Chastity Mirabiles came along; 
and then passed away as if only to make 
us remember. Somehow, to call to us 
how she was here, one among so many.  

They are here. This is how it is for 
them. This is the dark dangerous night 
where they live and sometimes die. 

For further information 
Kinutil2013@gmail.com 
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Poor People’s Smokeless Pugon (kiln)  
by Princess Asuncion-Esponilla, March 2015 

    
His Eminence Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales blessed 
smokeless pugon (kilns) that will help solve the 
massive poverty in the relocation site of St. Martha 
Estate Homes, Batia, Bocaue, Bulacan together with 
Urban Poor Associates (UPA), National Housing 
Authority (NHA)   and other urban poor alliance 
leaders in Manila. The smokeless pugons are funded 
by Pondo Pinoy of the Manila Archdiocese and was 
approved in 2010.  

Editha Baylon,Treasurer of St. Martha Self-Help 
People’s Organization said, “we feel so blessed that 
Cardinal Rosales himself officiated the blessing of 
our pugons. We are also happy that he could see how 
determined we are to support our families and our 
community. Life here is much difficult compare in 
Manila. Now that we have the smokeless pugon we 
can start saving little by little through the profit that 
we can make.” 

Baylon added, “Cardinal Rosales gives us hope to 
continue our life in relocation. He also strengthened 
our faith that God cares for poor people like us.” 

Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales, Bishop-Emeritus of 
Archdiocese of Manila said, “I am very happy that 
the organizers remembered me.” 

A facility of four pugons and liquid smoke 
catchment system were installed in a 200 sqaure 
meter lot provided by National Housing Authority in 
St. Martha relocation site.  

The 65 members of St. Martha Self-Help were 
originally from Ulingan, Tondo. They were relocated 
in Batia, Bulacan in 2012. These families livelihood 
in Ulingan was the traditional charcoal-making. It 

emitted smoke that caused major health problems to 
the community. The place was literally suffocated in 
smoke caused by backyard charcoal-making. 

The smokeless pugon was initiated by UPA and 
the St. Martha Self-Help people’s organization as a 
replacement for their traditional charcoal-making 
which would be safer and more environment-friendly. 
In 2009, the group found the smokeless pugon model 
in Silang, Cavite developed by Juan Marquez of 1M 
Agro-fuel. A smokeless pugon does not produce 
smoke, but produces instead good quality charcoal 
with an average of 4,000 kilos of charcoal for one 
pugon per week.  

The four pugons can produce 16,000 kilos or 220 
sacks of charcoal per week which can be sold at 300 
pesos per sack. The organization is expected to earn 
Php 200,000 per week which will be allocated to 65 
members, maintenance of the facility, and the capital 
for buying scrap woods. While the liquid smoke 
extracted from the pugon can be sold at PHP 50 per 
liter.  The liquid smoke is good for odor remover, 
disinfectant and fertilizer.  

Tina Jurado, UPA Community Organizer said, 
“This smokeless pugon is the best alternative we can 
offer to poor communities in the urban and the rural 
areas that are still using traditional charcoal-making. 
Our goal for providing livelihood is to ensure that the 
people’s organization will sustain their living in a 
new site.”  

For further information 
www.urbanpoorassociates.org  
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Mar and Grace  
by Raymund L. Fernandez  

 
Mar and Grace. The names have a ring to it. Perhaps 
much better than the more aged, street-wise, even 
nefarious sounding, Binay/Erap tandem. If one looks 
at it from the viewpoint of advertising, Mar and 
Grace would have the better appeal to young 
urbanites dreaming of a better country in the years 
ahead.   

Binay and Erap, on the other hand, sells quite 
more easily to older people with affinities to 
traditional politics. Nostalgia is Binay and Erap’s 
appeal. They hark back to the old days going as far 
back as the time of the Marcoses when people 
accepted the inevitability of things best done under-
the-table. This manner of doing things was once seen 
as the “efficient” and “quick” way, over-riding the 
usual government red tape, the lines in front of desks 
of government clerks who signed clearances, bidding 
forms, and released the inevitable checks. So what if 
the projects are scandalously over-priced? That’s just 
the way things are. SOP. You cannot beat corruption. 
It is everywhere. We are all this way. We all get rich 
this way inside that old Filipino dream. It comes as it 
does only to a lucky few, while the rest of us suffer 
where we are. But that is only fate. Right?  

Mar and Grace exemplify change. Not big, radical, 
and fundamental change, just a bit of a change from 
all these. They come out of the assertion that the 
Philippines got better in the few short years behind us 
simply because we had a president who stayed a bit 
away from the muck. Not that Noynoy was able to 
completely stamp out corruption. Nor did he over-
aggressively want to. He at least stayed away from it, 
never once leaving evidence he profited from the 
corruption industry which creeps inside the deepest 
reaches of government and operates there even now.  

And see what happened? In the short years of 
Noynoy’s term, private businesses actually dreamed 
and attempted to become compliant with government 
rules and laws related especially to taxation and 
giving legal wages to their workers Many are 
working at it even now. Government revenue 
collection while still quite far from total efficiency 
yielded so much income for government projects, 
people complain how roads are now being fixed even 
before they are rutted. Not that government has 
become even good at funding the right projects, but 
at least the funds are there. The government is the 

opposite of becoming bankrupt. So what stands in the 
way of electing Mar and Grace to the highest offices 
of the land?  

Binay and Erap still have their own big chunk of 
the Philippine electorate. At least 20% at the worst in 
the latest surveys. Is 20% sufficient to elect a 
president? If Mar runs on his own ticket and Grace 
runs on her own, there will most likely be at least two 
others who will run, not counting the usual nuisance 
candidates, some from Davao. If that happens, 20% 
becomes hugely magnified. It can become sufficient 
to put someone into the presidency.  

In which case, we may look forward to returning 
back to the old days. Which, for some, is not quite 
absolutely bad. At all times in the running history, 
entities are out there who are in a perennial good 
position to make the most of anything that comes 
their way. The Chinese speak of every challenge 
becoming also by inherent definition opportunity. Not 
only God will cry from a Binay presidency. Not all 
the Chinese will be unhappy. But quite a number of 
us, Chinese, native Malay, Spanish, White, Brown, 
Black…We will have good reason to be sad. We 
came that close.  

And if one believes in revolution, then Binay and 
Erap exemplify all the political principles that ever 
pointed to armed-struggle as the only way to change 
the oppressive, corrupt and degenerate society such 
as we are alleged to have. Ironically, Binay and Erap 
are the best candidates to prove the veracity of Marx. 
They are romantic that way.  

Mar and Grace, on the other hand, if they get their 
act together, represent an alternative to all these. They 
seem the more dreamy couple even if the dream they 
put forward seems like something coming straight out 
of Utopia: The dream of corruption, once prevalent, 
yielding slowly in the face of modernization, and we 
did not have to arm our own children for it, no dead 
bodies in the streets…  

But this gets a little too deep into the issue than is 
comfortable for the typical Filipino voter. Better to 
just weight the sounds of it. Binay and Erap. Mar and 
Grace. What sounds more telegenic? What sounds 
better over radio and television? What feels and tastes 
better in one’s mouth?   

For further information  
kinutil2013@gmail.com 
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TAO-Pilipinas Provides Technical Support in  
Northern Samar  

 
The TAO-Pilipinas team of architects went back to 
Eastern Visayas (Region 8) at the start of the year to 
provide technical support for Christian Aid’s 
emergency shelter assistance in Northern Samar 
Province. 

 Christian Aid, and its local partners Coastal Core 
Inc. and. (CCI-SPPI) led the emergency response for 
Typhoon Ruby (Hagupit)-affected households in 
three municipalities Northern Samar – Mapanas, 
Gamay, and Lapinig. Typhoon Ruby made landfall on 
December 6, 2014, affecting 102,155 families and 
damaging 63,367 houses in Northern Samar. CCI-
SPPI distributed emergency shelter kits and cash 
transfers to 852 household-beneficiaries from 
Mapanas, Gamay and Lapinig. 

TAO-Pilipinas joined Christian Aid and CCI-SPPI 
to give technical advice in the delivery of emergency 
shelter assistance and to conduct ocular visits in 
Mapanas, Gamay and Lapinig. The team returned on 
January 29 until February 3 to carry out technical 
capability-building activities for local carpenters 
mobilized by CCI-SSPI to assist in emergency shelter 
construction. Prior to conducting the trainings, TAO 
developed modules for lecture sessions, an 
emergency shelter design workshop, and a hands-on 
demonstration of emergency shelter construction. The 
demo construction is intended to serve as a prototype 

or guide for beneficiaries in the use and application 
of the emergency shelter kits during reconstruction of 
their damaged houses. 

Capability-building were carried out in the three 
municipalities within two days.  A total of forty (40) 
carpenters participated in the training, along with 7 
barangay captains. Hands-on demonstration of 
emergency shelter construction was done on February 
1 in Mapanas and on February 2 in Gamay and in 
Lapinig. 

 
Orientation sessions and  
design workshop with local carpenters 

Training activities included orientation sessions 
with local carpenters on the principles of “building 
back better” and disaster-resilient house design, and 
technical inputs on the use of plastic sheeting 
(tarpaulin) for emergency shelter construction. The 
use of nipa thatch in house construction was also 
discussed in the sessions, with the carpenters 
explaining the nipa laying methods they practiced. 
The facilitators drew out distinctive practices and 
details of nipa roofing as applied by local builders of 
Northern Samar. 

 
A design workshop followed these sessions and 

the carpenters were divided into groups to design a 
house for a selected beneficiary using the materials 
included in the emergency shelter kits that were 
distributed to beneficiaries. They were given tools to 
put together a 3D scaled model of their proposed 
design. The tools included simulated materials in the 
emergency shelter kits (plywood and tarpaulin) and 
salvaged materials such as corrugated iron sheets, 
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nipa thatch and lumber. They were 
also tasked to prepare a bill of 
materials for their proposed house 
design. The outputs of the design 
workshops were to be the basis for 
the actual construction work that 
they will perform as part of the 
hands-on demonstration. 

 
Hands-on demonstration of  
emergency shelter construction 

Immediately following the 
orientation sessions and 
emergency shelter design 
workshops, three teams of local 
carpenters set out to build an 
emergency shelter for a selected household-
beneficiary in each municipality covered by the 
project. One day was allotted for building and each 
team had at least 10 carpenters for its labor force. 
Salvageable materials (debris from the damaged 
house) were retrieved for reuse and some additional 
materials (amounting to not more than PhP5,000) 
such as coco-lumber and plywood were procured to 
supplement the materials in the emergency shelter kit.  

The Mapanas team built a 9.25 sqm emergency 
shelter (new construction) for the family of Gracia 
Villezar in Barangay Manaybanay. Salvaged round 

timbers were used as posts and good lumber were 
used for the floor, wall and roof framing. The house 
had an elevated floor of wooden planks, tarpaulin-
covered roof, and partly finished walls made of 
plywood sheets.  

The Gamay team completed the construction 
repair works for the family of Alex Balugo in 
Barangay Baybay. The 9 sqm house was installed 
with LGU-supplied corrugated galvanized iron sheets 
as roofing and new plywood sheets and salvaged iron 
sheets were used for walls. The team was also able to 
help finish the emergency shelter of another 
beneficiary, Ronnie Pecson. In the second house, they 

installed additional wall studs, plywood sheets for 
its raised flooring, and the tarpaulin sheet for its 
walls. 

The Lapinig team built a 5.76 sqm emergency 
shelter for Aurea Liadpicayo, an 80-year old living 
alone in Barangay Lapinig del Norte. Salvaged 
round timbers were reused as posts and felled 
coconut trees were cut into several sizes of coco-
lumber for the floor, wall, and roof framing. The 
finished house had raised flooring made from 
salvaged wooden planks, walls made of new 
plywood sheets, and a corrugated iron sheet roof 
with tarpaulin undersheeting. 

 
Project monitoring and  
learning documentation 

Christian Aid and its local partners now 
focuses on post-distribution monitoring after 
completing the training component of its 
emergency shelter assistance in Mapanas, Gamay 
and Lapinig. TAO-Pilipinas will rejoin the project 
team to participate in learning and documentation 
activities. (GRM) 

 
For further information 

www.tao-philippines.org 
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Pagtambayayong is Growing Very Fast 
  

Pagtambayayong, meaning working together, is a 
non-government organization based in Cebu, 
Philippines. They have recently expanded much in 
areas, priority issues and personnel.  

They continue their work in Metro Cebu, still 
promoting housing which they define as primarily 
supporting people acquire security of tenure in 
decent locations accessible to livelihood and 
employment. But in addition they now promote 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (DRRM) 
and training for employment and livelihood. In 
addition to Misereor, its long time partner, they now 
work with DiSOP and Selavip. 

With Misereor, Pagtambayayong is now trying to 
connect DRRM with climate change. The Philippines 
is very active in terms of DRRM, but very few are 
directly aware of its connection to climate 
change.  Pagtambayayong and Misereor believe that 
this change in perception will dramatically change 
the way of living and doing things. Together, they 
also promote the Bus Rapid Transit, a cost effective 
public transport system that is a perfect example of 
climate change adaptation and mitigation. This 
system will reduce travel time and make it more 
convenient for the public and reduce the use of 
private cars, which is getting to be the major carbon 
emitter.  

Pagtambayayong also continue to support the 
Urban Poor Alliance (Up All), a federation of urban 
poor organizations, the Alliance for Land and 
Livelihood for the Rural and Urban Poor, an NGOs 
that provides loans for social enterprises and Eco 
Builders workers cooperative. Together with DiSOP, 
Pagtambayayong supports two NGOs in Tagbilaran 
and Iloilo. 

On its own, Pagtambayayong continues its 
"Countryside development through organic 
agriculture program." With continued access 
to loans from Land Bank, the program is also 
expanding. Alegria has now become a model 
for municipal wide social development. 

Pagtambayayong has just started an 
interesting project. Together with 15 
agriculture students and with the support of 
the administration of the Cebu Technical 
University, they will develop a 2 hectare farm 
that they have leased. This farm will not only 

demonstrate organic technologies, it is also expected 
to generate profits that will be shared by the students, 
the university and Pagtambayayong. It is the dream 
of Pagtambayayong that the students will acquire the 
acumen and earn enough income as capital to 
replicate these projects in their localities after 
graduation.   

Their biggest growth is in North Cebu. They 
started with relief right after typhoon Yolanda 
together with Caritas Switzerland and ActionAid. 
They subsequently decided to launch "Building Back 
Better - a community driven recovery and 
development project for the typhoon affected small 
farmers/fishers of North Cebu." They do this together 
with ActionAid, UUSC and many other local and 
national groups like the Land Bank. 

The project is mainly community organizing with 
support for DRRM, gender and livelihood. Its major 
impact is however with hog raisers. There are now 
200 hog raisers earning from Php 15,000-25,000 
(US$330-550) every 3-4 month cycle. The project 
assist these hog raisers with technology, pigpens, 
access to loans from Land Bank and other logistical 
and marketing support.  

The number will increase to 360 hog raisers 
within the next three months. Other donors are 
coming in. The Department of Social Welfare and 
Development will assist an additional 200 hog raisers 
within the next two months while US-AID will assist 
an additional 1,200 hog raisers within the next 3 
years.  

There is no problem with this rapid expansion. 
Since the pigs are reared in a happy environment and 
fed partly with natural feeds and has neither 
antibiotics nor growth hormones, the meat is 

 



 
October 2015 

62  
 

healthier and tastier. They cannot cope up with the 
demand. 

They have also recently privatized their support 
center for North Cebu. It is now incorporated as 3Ps 
Agribusiness Development. 3Ps stand for “people, 
profit and planet.” This social enterprise provides 
training and raises pigs, chicken, dairy cows, 
vegetable and forage.  

As part of its successor generation, and upon the 
unanimous recommendation of the staff and board of 
trustees, the general assembly appointed Paula 
Godofreda Fernandez as Executive Director. More 
commonly known as Dayday, she is a licensed civil 
engineer who joined Pagtambayayong in 2005. 

The former Executive Director, Ms Erma 
(Neneng) Cordero Ramos is retiring soon to a full-
time Christian ministry. She wants to devote her 
remaining full time with Pagtambayayong in 
mentoring Dayday. She is also committed to help in 
bible-based reflection on values and leadership for 
the staff and the communities. 

Nenengs’ desire is to integrate spirituality in the 
work. She believes that Pagtambayayong has done 
much and should continue to do more to care for the 
needs of the poor. But the greatest need is to help 
them to be in right relationship with God by His 
grace through Jesus Christ.  And then they can truly 
love God and others and become good stewards of 
the earth. 

Bimbo Fernandez is back from the Department of 
Interior and Local Government since November 1. 
He said that two years in Manila as Undersecretary to 
set-up the Bottom-Up Budget and the housing 
program for the informal settlers of Metro-Manila is 
more than enough. He is already 65 years old and 
commuting every week between Cebu and Manila is 
for the young. He is now back with Pagtambayayong 
as Executive Assistant for Project Development.  

Bimbo said that nothing is more pleasant than 
having your daughter as your boss. Of course there 
are complaints that there is conflict of interest. How 
can Dayday supervise Bimbo? They do not realize 

that Dayday has been supervising Bimbo even before 
she became Executive Director. Dayday and Tessie 
too. 

Bimbo says, “Yes, with the blessing of the 
Almighty through our friends from the Philippines 
and all over the world, we are alive and have grown 
way beyond our expectation.”  

34 years ago, there were only 5 of them and their 
office cum staff house was in the middle of nowhere. 
Now there are 35 of them, excluding the construction 
workers, farm laborers and the volunteers and staff of 
their partner organizations. And they seem to be 
everywhere “organizing and supporting grassroots 
communities” for full human development of all men, 
women and children, for this and for future 
generation. 

Congratulations Pagtambayayong for growing,  
growing and…….!!! 

  
Pagtambayayong Stories 

The Gift 
By Ana Liza L. Abao 

  
Dresalyn D. Alipoyo disagrees that those who live in 
slum areas and are extremely poor will always be the 
same. She fully believes that life is like a football that 
requires perseverance, hard work and sacrifice. Her 
story is a gift to others, rooted from her gift of person. 

Born on May 28, 1990 in Naba Alaska, 
Mambaling, Cecil, as she is fondly called is the 
youngest child among eight siblings. Her father, who 
manages to find work as a carpenter is paid very little 
for extremely hard labor under the sun and menial 
tasks with most receiving less than Php 250 per day. 
Her mother is a full-time housewife and grandmother. 
Pursuing college was therefore a pipe-dream. 

Life has been so hard for the Alipoyo family. 
Cecil’s elder brother who promised to send her to 
college from his day’s labors in Carbon Public 
Market as a vendor had died due to cancer. Her eldest 
sister passed away too. In addition, Cecil’s other 

siblings are living with partners in life 
resulting to  twenty-one nieces and nephews. 

It was in her senior high school years when 
Cecil started to strive hard just to finish her 
studies. She worked as a baby-sitter from 8:00 
am – 3:00 pm since she was attending a night 
school at the Mambaling Night High School. 
It was her mother who continued her baby-
sitting chore from 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm. during 
weekdays. Amidst such difficulty, she 
managed to graduate. 

The idea of pursuing college is one of her 
dreams but she knew from the very start that 
there is no means at all and she couldn’t make 
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it since she had to support her big family. Instead, she 
landed as a saleslady of a Taiwanese-owned store in 
Carbon Public Market with a Php 100 wage per day. 
After four months, she transferred to an eatery as a 
server earning Php 150 a day with free meals. While 
the rest of her peers were enjoying adolescence, Cecil 
spent her younger years discovering how things work 
in order to survive.  

She also engaged in rug making that she learned 
from the livelihood programs of the DISOP-
Pagtambayayong partnership. Using her initiative to 
make errands meet, she and her Puntod-Naba 
(PUBA) friends produced bags and wallets from rugs 
for sale to local buyers.   

Through the same program,  Cecil later availed of 
a scholarship for a short term vocational course at the 
School of Knowledge for Industrial Labor, 
Leadership and Services (SKILLS) for household 
services. The program alsso provided Cecil together 
with a number of other scholars from her 
neighborhood with transportation and uniform 
allowance. After the two-months training with on-
the-job experiences, they graduated.  

Cecil was then hired for housekeeping services at 
the Avalon Condominium. 

“Sangko sa langit ang akong kalipay nga na-
absorbed ko dayon kay daku kaayo kini og 
gikatabang sa akong pamilya”, (My joy reached up 
to the heavens as I was absorbed at once as this is a 
big help for  my family), a shy Cecil shared during an 
interview. 

It has been two years now since Cecil 
started to work at the Avalon Condominium’s 
housekeeping services. Today, she is earning a 
basic Php 340 a day and her never-ending 
financial support to her family is her greatest 
gift to them as long as she lives. 

According to her mother Gertrudes D. 
Alipoyo, Cecil being the youngest seems to 
bear the burden of being the ultimate provider 
for their basic needs. She proudly shared that 
every child is a gift but Cecil is more than a 

gift she can ever hope for. “Daku gyud kaayo 
og gikatabang si Cecil sa among pamilya 
hilabina kay wala na manarbaho akong bana 
kay tigulang na” (Cecil has been a great help 
to our family since my husband is not working 
anymore due to old age), she said. 

Cecil’s story is an inspiration to the 
nameless millions  who are struggling for a 
better life. And to those who help make this 
struggle less arduous. 

  
The Dubas  

By Zyra Rollo  
 

Everything happens for a reason. People say these 
words after a storm in their lives has calmed. People 
perceive things differently when they realize it did 
more good than harm. It was meant to happen for a 
purpose. Others would even remark it as a blessing in 
disguise.    

Rosalie and Joel, residing closely to the municipal 
landfill, rear eight children. Modestly living in the 
rural, Joel makes a living through carpentry. Rosalie 
stays home to take care of the family. The eldest goes 
to college taking up Criminology and three are still in 
the primary level. The family’s life hasn’t been all 
light but the couple tries to make ends meet and live 
peacefully. 

Only, a huge storm occurred. The family was 
devastated after the super typhoon. Typical to other 
families, their house was wrecked and daily life was 
interrupted for a long period of time. A lot of people 
needed help and the community required 
rehabilitation. So, does the Duba family.  

Subsequently, aid came from the local 
government agencies and NGOs. Extensive 
rehabilitation was done. However, sustainable 
livelihood was a necessity. The Dubas and all other 
families needed to go on and face what was supposed 
to continue- schooling and working. Then, a selected 
number of families were chosen to take care of 10 
hogs each. Rosalie and Joel was a recipient and a pig 
pen was built closely to tend their hogs for months 
until its harvest.  
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Rosalie eagerly took the 
opportunity to help Joel in sustaining 
their family’s needs. But they also went 
through some challenges in raising the 
hogs. Some situations led to the selling 
of hogs to provide their children’s 
schooling especially their eldest son 
who was applying to be a policeman. It 
was there that they saw the blessing of 
tending the hogs. The couple sold one 
of their hogs and earned six thousand 
pesos. Afterwards, another hog was 
sold for seven thousand nine hundred 
fifty and the third hog weighing 56 
kilos was worth eight thousand four hundred pesos. 
Allowances and document fees for his application 
had to be paid. Rosalie and Joel no longer need to 
worry where to run to during financial emergencies. 
And as parents, it is their joy to provide their 
children’s needs. And how could it be more worth it! 
Their eldest son, Gimuel, brought pride to his parents 
when he finished college as batch cum laude and 
topped their board exams.  

Not only were they raising hogs, Rosalie and Joel 
also collects scrap sold per kilo and a mini-store. 
Smiles can be seen on their faces as they recall how 
everything happened. Rosalie astonishingly realized, 
“It’s like everything was put in order. The hogs came 
when we needed finances for my eldest son’s 
application.” Rosalie and Joel marketed their seven 
hogs which amounted to sixty-seven thousand pesos, 
enough to pay their loan. They profited twenty-two 
thousand three hundred fifty pesos from their first 
three hogs. They gained profit to sustain their needs. 
Additionally, she gave away her secret in raising hogs.  
She shared, “Raising hogs entails patience, effort and 
love”. Thus, their kids have fondly named one hog, 
Dugong, the largest among the ten.  

Rosalie and Joel are still as eager as before to 
raise hogs again. They would likely go through the 
second cycle of hog-raising. It did not provide them 
the best life. There are challenges still. But it paid off.  
Their leap of faith definitely gave them more good 
than harm. It was worth it! 

 
Marifa Abejero 

By Kara Maria C. Fernandez 
  

Mud on her calloused hand and sweat dripping from 
her forehead down to the ground – This is the image 
of Marifa Abejero as she carries out her daily routine 
of caring for their hogs, from feeding them, to 
providing medicinal plants when they get sick, and 
keeping their pen clean.  

Marifa, born and raised in the rurals of Tuburan, 
Cebu, was used to this setting. For as long as she can 
remember, it was raising pigs that helped bring in 
enough money for their family to survive – from 
bringing food on their table, to sending herself and all 
of her siblings to school, to providing medicine for 
her sick mother.  

Marifa has never been used to living an easy life. 
At the early age of 17, Marifa was brought by her 
elder sister to Manila where she can study college. 
However, she didn’t feel comfortable letting her 
sister pay for all her tuition and expenses. She sought 
a job as a dishwasher. Marifa worked as a dishwasher 
during mornings then went to school during the 
afternoons. Upon arriving home, she would then help 
her sister clean the house and wash her nephew’s 
clothes. She didn’t have any more time to study, do 
her assignments, and even to rest. Left with no other 
choice, Marifa had to stop studying.  

She later  met and married a co-employee, Jesus 
Abejero. Because of the chaos in Manila due to coup 
de etat, Marifa and Jesus transferred to Cebu.  

“Our life in Cebu was very tough.“ They lived in 
the slums of Mambaling, Cebu City.  

In 2010, the Abejero couple moved to an empty 
lot they just bought in Perrelos, Carcar City, with 
only 35,000 pesos at hand. Life for the Abejero 
family was very difficult considering the brood of 
five children to raise and feed. Jesus, found work as a 
tailor, but his 300 pesos daily earning can hardly 
sustain the family’s basic necessities.  

Looking back, Jesus fondly recalls those times as 
hitting a jackpot. With no house, no secure income, 
and all their children still in school, Marifa was 
forced to find a job to support her family. 
Unbeknownst to them at that time, Marifa’s decision 
would be the turning point of the Abejero family’s 
life.  

From hardly being able to eat three meals day, 
Marifa has not only managed to bring food to the 



 
SELAVIP 

65  
 

table, but also managed to send two of her children to 
college.  

It started in 2012 when Marifa joined the Organic 
Hog Raising Program of Pagtambayayong 
Foundation, Incorporated (PFI).  

Pagtambayayong Foundation is a nongovernment 
institution founded in 1982 which aims to organize 
and support the organization of the underprivileged 
build a better future for themselves and their children.  

One of their community-based projects, the 
Organic Hog Raising Program, is a program that 
offers seminars and trainings on chemical-free feeds 
and medicines. Hence, promoting a safer and 
healthier way of raising pigs. Moreover, the Organic 
Hog Raising Program provides capital assistance to 
the qualified participants.  

Qualified individuals are assessed based on their 
financial capabilities. Specifically, those individuals 
who (1) can’t afford to start a business (2) doesn’t 
have siblings to help or give them capital assistance 
and (3) no bank would permit them to loan.  

As part of the program, Marifa was granted a loan 
of 100,000 pesos in November 2012 from Land Bank 
of the Philippines through the Pagtambayayong 
Foundation, Incorporated. The 100,000 pesos loan 
with a 1.5% monthly interest and zero collateral was 
payable within three months.  

That was the start of the change she has long been 
dreaming of for her family. “Nadunggan jud intawon 
among mga pangadyi,” Marifa exclaimed as a tear 
rolled down her eyes. (“Our prayers were finally 
answered,” Marifa exclaimed as a tear rolled down 
her eyes.)  

  
A Turn for the Better.  

The first 100,000 pesos loan Marifa had was 
invested in buying 17 piglets, starter feeds, beddings 
for the hogs and refurnishing her pen. A month later, 
Marifa was able to build her second pig pen. She was 
able to harvest 16 pigs three months later. Harvest 
took place every three months. With Marifa’s piggery, 
she was now able to start building the foundation of 
their house, send her children to school and provide 
her family the things they needed.  

These changes shed Marifa a ray of hope. True 
enough, Marifa’s hogs are so much bigger and 
healthier compared to the commercially raised pigs. 
After two months and a half, her piglets are twice as 
big as those hogs raised by the use of commercial 
products.  

After being able to pay off her first loan, Marifa 
was granted her second 100, 000 pesos loan on 
March 2013. She bought 19 piglets and three months 
later, she was able to harvest 18 of them. She saw to 
it to always leave one sow during harvest seasons for 
reproductive purposes.  

After paying off her second loan, Marifa was 
again granted her third loan of 100,000 pesos on 
August 2013. She bought 17 pigs and harvested 16 of 
them. By this time, Marifa was now able to build four 
more pig pens. Her fourth 100,000 pesos loan was 
granted on February 2014. She bought 16 pigs and 
harvested 13 of them.  

Marifa’s most recent loan was on May 2014. She 
invested it in buying 16 pigs. In a span of 3 years, 
Marifa was granted by the Land Bank of the 
Philippines through the Pagtambayayong Foundation 
a total loan of 500,000 pesos. “Sa tanang kalisod 
akong naagi-an, napatiwas jud intawon nako akong 
anak ug college. Utang kabubut-on jud ni nako tanan 



 
October 2015 

66  
 

sa Pagtambayayong,” Marifa shared. (“Amidst the 
struggles I have gone through, I have managed to let 
my daughter finish college,” Marifa shared.)  

Organic Hog Raising Program Marifa shared that 
when the Pagtambayayong’s Organic Hog Raising 
Program reached their place, it brought a lot of hope 
to them. Her family is just one of the five Organic 
Hog Raising Program beneficiaries at Perrelos, 
Carcar City. “Isip myembro niining Organic Hog 
Raising Program sa Pagtambayayong, na bag-o ug na 
nindot jud tanan sa among pamilya,” she said. (“As 
part of Pagtambayayong’s Organic Hog Raising 
Program, everything has changed for the better,” she 
said.)  

Early in the morning, Marifa cleans and toils her 
pig pens. After which, she prepares her own 
chemical-free feeds (Kimchi) for the hogs. In 
preparing Kimchi, she gathers a 17 ½ kilos of mixed 
plants from her garden. She then slices these plants 
thinly, mixes it with 5 kilos of tahop, 2 ½ kilos of 
molasses and place everything in a jar. She then 
leaves it there for a week to ferment.  These 25 kilos 
of Kimchi is good for 4 pigs for about 3 days.  

Marifa also boils those mixed plants and feed 
them to her grower stage hogs. She feeds her hogs 
five times a day – twice in the morning, once during 
lunchtime, once in the afternoon and once during late 
in the evening.  

After feeding her hogs in the afternoon, she 
prepares the OHN (Organic Herbal Nutrients) for her 
3 to 5 days old piglets. OHN is another fermented 
herbal extract that is used as alternative anti-biotics, 
antiinflammatory and nutrient enhancer. In preparing 
it, a kilo of lagundi, grinded or finely sliced, is added 
to a 2000ml beer. After 12 hours, a kilo of 
moscuvado sugar  is then added. A week after, 5 
bottles of mallorca is again added. In two weeks time, 
it will then be harvested.  

Moreover, during her spare time, Marifa makes 
fruit/plant juice for her hogs. She gets assorted fruits 
and/or plants from her garden (iba, papaya, mango, 

kalabo, lagundi, etc.), slice them thinly, put them in a 
jar, add moscuvado or molasses, and then cover and 
store it for a week. When feeding her hogs during late 
in the evening, she usually lets them drink this 
fermented fruit/plant juice. This is used as the hogs’ 
supplement to have more appetite. “Iwas sakit ug mas 
limpyo ang pagpamuhi niining organic na mga baboy. 
Akong mga baboy kay mas himsog, mas dako ug 
timbang unya mas lami pa jud,” she proudly shared. 
(“Raising organic hogs is safer and cleaner. My hogs 
are healthier, weigh more and has tastier meat,” she 
proudly shared.)  

With raising organic hogs, Marifa was indeed able 
to save money. Her profit per harvest is 
approximately 27,000 pesos. She has managed to sell 
her pigs for 150 pesos per kilo in the market, 
compared to the inorganic meat sold for 140 pesos 
per kilo.  

“Gugma, pagpaningkamot ug sakripisyo ang 
kailangan para mo asenso sa usa ka negosyo,” Marifa 
announced. (“Love, perseverance and sacrifice are 
the key to a successful business,” Marifa announced.)  

“Pagtambayayong gave us hope that life could be 
better. It’s time to give back!” 

For Marifa, being able to pay off her loans  does 
not end her obligation. She continues to help her 
neighbors in making their organic feeds and teaching 
them the safe and healthy chemical-free methods in 
feeding and curing their sick hogs.  

Honed as one of the successful hog raisers in 
Perrelos, Carcar City, she never cease to lend a 
helping hand to the other members of the community 
so they too can have an improved quality of life just 
like what her family is having today.  

And for Marifa, the utmost learning she got from 
Pagtambayayong: compassion.  

 
For further information: 
pagtamba@yahoo.com 
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Post-Yolanda Support for Safer Homes and  
Settlements Project 

Women Lead to Build Back Better 
  

After almost two years, many communities in Central 
Visayas continue to reel from the devastating impact 
of typhoon Yolanda. With most rehabilitation efforts 
concentrated in Leyte, particularly in Tacloban City, 
the rest of the region has been quietly recovering 
from the aftermath of the disaster. In the province of 
Capiz, the effects were not as catastrophic as those 
experienced in Leyte, but still, at least 70 lives were 
claimed and hundreds of families were rendered 
homeless. This led SHFC to address two intricately 
linked issues that poor communities in the province 
face: vulnerability to disasters and lack of tenure 
security.  

To this end, SHFC inked an agreement with UN-
Habitat Philippines for the implementation of the 
Post-Yolanda Support for Safer Homes and 
Settlements Project. With support from the 
Government of Japan, the project aimed to equip 
communities with practical knowledge and skills on 
disaster resiliency through cash grants and technical 
support. SHFC submitted to the UN-Habitat 
Philippines a list of potential beneficiaries from its 
ongoing and prospective CMP projects in Capiz. 

  
Pawa Homeowners  

Association  

One of the 27 organizations in Capiz participating 
in the project is the Pawa Homeowners Association. 
Pawa, a coastal barangay in the municipality of 
Panay and one of the hardest hit areas in the province, 
is one of the priority areas identified by the SHFC. In 
December 2014, 72 member-families of the HOA 
were provided funds for housing construction 
materials. Interestingly, women took the lead in the 
reconstruction activities—monitoring the delivery of 
materials, manually carrying lumbers to the 
warehouse, and ensuring that structures follow 
construction standards and are completed on time. In 
some cases, they also take on carpentry work, 
especially when their husbands are out in the sea to 
fish. “Most of the men in our community are 
fishermen so they can’t really focus on the 
construction of our houses. And since we want the 
whole construction thing to be completed on time, we 
women have decided to involve ourselves,” Nora 
Verbo, a mother of two children, said.  

By tapping the manpower of community members 
and their bayanihan spirit, community-led housing 
projects like that of the Pawa HOA brought down 
construction costs to up to 30 percent. The savings 
the association generated as a result of volunteer 
work allowed them to purchase materials to build 50 
additional houses. The project motivated the Pawa 

HOA to pursue its plan to 
acquire the property they 
have been informally 
occupying through CMP.  

  
Belle Village III  

Homeowners Association  
In Barangay Guba, 

Pontevedra, 174 families no 
longer dread the rainy days. 
Among the beneficiaries of 
the Post-Yolanda Support 
for Safer Homes and 
Settlements Project, these 
members of the Belle 
Village III HOA spent 
Christmas in their new and 
more stable houses. To 
adapt to their coastal 
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environment, the houses stand on high, sturdy 
stilts to prevent storm surges from entering 
the structures. The four-sided roof supported 
by wooden fixes and beams could withstand 
gusts of up to 230 kilometers per hour. 
Confident about the integrity of their houses, 
members of the HOA generously opened their 
doors to families escaping the wrath of 
typhoon Ruby in December 2014. No longer 
fearful that their roofs will be blown off by 
fierce winds or walls battered and torn down 
by storm surges during a typhoon, Belle 
Village III HOA members are now concerned 
about making their houses bigger, adding 
rooms for children to move around, and 
tending their gardens.  

This means a lot for project recipient 
Hazel Joy Carpio and her family. “For the 
first time in our lives, we are not afraid when 
it rains,” she said. Knowing that their houses 
are safer, she and other members of the 
community now focus on improving their houses. In 
her case, Carpio worked hard and raised money to 
have a dining area and a small garden. “Because of 
the project, we are motivated to work harder. We 
learned how to save money for the future.”  

  
San Vicente  

Homeowners Association  
“Building back better” not only involves 

construction of houses but also of communities. 
Rebuilding communities means restoring community 
life and solidarity, and to achieve this, people should 
have spaces where they can discuss things 
collectively and collaborate. For the members of the 
San Vicente Homeowners Association, an 

organization in the municipality of Milibili, a multi-
purpose hall serves this objective. With funding 
support from SHFC and the BDO Foundation, the 
HOA was able to complete the construction of a 52-
square meter multi-purpose hall where they hold 
meetings, assemblies, community gatherings, and 
other activities such as medical missions. It can 
accommodate at least 100 persons.  

Libertad Entote, president of the San Vicente 
HOA, was thankful for their new multi-purpose hall. 
She said that with this structure, the association 
members can actively participate in activities without 
minding the scorching heat of the sun or the sudden 
rain. Now on their way to full ownership of the 
property they have been occupying, the HOA is 
confident that constructing and operating their own 

day care center is a 
possibility not too far 
away.  

  
CMP in the context of  

disasters  
The experiences of 

the CMP communities in 
Pawa, Pontevedra, and 
Milibili illustrate the 
importance of disaster 
risk reduction and 
resilience in providing 
housing for the poor, who 
are most vulnerable to 
damaging effects of 
strong typhoons, 
landslides, storm surges, 
and earthquakes. 
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Cognizant of the necessity and urgency of protecting 
families against damaging impacts of natural 
calamities, SHFC incorporated risk mitigation 
interventions (e.g., disaster-resilient building designs, 
capacity-building and training for community-based 
disaster preparedness) in projects under the CMP. 
Indeed, it was not enough that families get hold of a 
land title after years of paying amortization; they 
have to be in communities where their safety and 
security are not compromised.  

The approach has been so far effective that the 
Office of the Presidential Assistant for Rehabilitation 
and Recovery (OPARR) included CMP as one option 
for providing access to housing in disaster-hit areas. 
Alongside with this shift in perspective, the SHFC 
management approved the implementation of a one-
year moratorium on payments of 
monthly amortization by 
beneficiaries of CMP projects in 
disaster-affected areas, specifically in 
Leyte. 

Typhoon Yolanda may have 
brought a catastrophe too difficult to 
grapple with. The complexity and 
scale of the challenges brought by 
this historic storm cannot be 
understated, and thus require 
innovative strategies and flexibilities 
from different actors. As for SHFC, 
forging partnerships and 
complementation of efforts and 
resources with UN Habitat as well as 
civil society organizations (Habitat 

for Humanity, Build Change, Iloilo People’s Habitat, 
Roxas City Urban Poor Federation, Hilti Foundation, 
Base Bahay Foundation), private sector groups 
(Banco de Oro, Bank of the Philippine Islands, and 
Globe Telecom), and government agencies 
(Department of Social Welfare and Development) 
proved crucial. This model of multi-stakeholder 
partnership will be replicated in other typhoon-
affected provinces, namely Leyte and Palawan.  

But as demonstrated in Capiz, it is the motivation 
of communities that provide the energy to sustain 
these interventions. 

  
For further information: 

www.shfcph.com 
  

About the Project 

Launched in August 2014, the project targets to 
accomplish the following between the end of 2014 and 
first few months of 2015: 
•   • Training of approximately 250 local semi-skilled 

artisans in disaster risk resilient housing construction 
•   • Construction of 610 core houses by these local 

trained artisans for families throughout communities in 
the Visayan provinces of Capiz and Iloilo who were left 
homeless or whose houses were hazardous to live in 
after Typhoon Haiyan 

•   • Training of 4,000 families in the beneficiary 
communities on house assessment under the principles 
of disaster risk reduction 

•   • Support for a national campaign with SHFC and 
other government agencies on disaster-resilient housing 
techniques 

•   • Information, education, communication materials 
for national advocacy on people’s process for recovery 
and rehabilitation 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
E.J. Anzorena, S 
October 2015 

 

Young, Organized. United. Talented. Hardworking.   
Excerpts of an Article by Skye Dobson 

 
 

 The exchange was inspired by the youth activism of 
Prayasam, an Indian organization founded in 1999 to 
enable children to participate in the decisions that 
affect their lives. When Shack/Slum Dwellers 
International (SDI), an international network of slum 
dweller federations in 33 countries, learned of 
Prayasam’s work and the shared strategies used to 
organize communities to profile and map their 
settlements as a starting point for negotiations with 
authorities, it was agreed that the two organizations 
would do well to promote peer-to-peer learning 
between youth members and other youth groups 
trying to make change in their settlements. With 
support from Sundance Films, SDI, Prayasam, The 
Community Organization Resource Centre (COURC), 
and SDI hosted a 6-day learning exchange for youth 
from informal settlements in Uganda, Kenya, South 
Africa, and India. 

A River of Life exercise on the first day – led by 
the Prayasam youth – kicked off the exchange and 

supported reflection by the youth on the highs and 
lows of their lives and their goals for the next three 
years. The youth drew and presented their personal 
rivers to the group. The stories were touching, 
referencing hardships such as the death of family and 
friends, early pregnancies, gang membership, and lost 
opportunities owing to a lack of financial resources. 
On the high points of their rivers, however, they 
explained the pride experienced when they got into or 
performed well at school, found spiritual direction, 
became members of youth groups, and took part in 
exchanges with other youth both locally and abroad. 
While their highs and lows were described in 
individual terms, it was fascinating to note that their 
aspirations for the future were almost entirely group-
centered. The youth spoke of wishing to bring their 
communities together, of wanting to empower their 
peers, about increasing the membership and impact 

 

“As a girl, I’m always told things happen because 
of fate. But it’s the things I do, not luck, that 
determine my fate. So we must forget about fate, 
and move forward.” 

Shikha, India 

“At first I was not about to swim. I don’t know 
how to. But when I heard those guys explaining, I 
decided to try.” 

Allan, Uganda 
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of their youth groups, of setting a good example to 
children, and of advocating for the rights of the 
young and the disadvantaged. This exercise set the 
stage for the youth to engage each other more openly. 
Instead of the standard introductions of formally 
structured peer-to-peer learning, these introductions 
stripped the process down to authentic fundamentals: 
Who am I? Why am I here? How did I get here? It 
was clear that the process was as much about 
answering these questions for oneself as it was about 
sharing it with others. 

A key inspiration for the youth exchange was a 
film called The Revolutionary Optimists, which 
follows Amlan (founder and Director of Prayasam) 
and three of the children he works with, as they 
become agents of change in their communities. The 
film not only captures the incredible work of 
Prayasm’s children, but the realities of life in Indian 
slums. On the second day the youth were able to see 
the film at a community center in Langa as well 
another from Uganda, The Boda Boda Thieves, 
which captures some of the realities of life in 
Uganda’s slums. The feedback from the youth was 
thoughtful and insightful. They were quick with their 
praise for the Indian youth and concluded that one is 
never too young to make change in his/her 
community. They expressed the similarities they saw 
between conditions in India and their own countries – 
particularly related to poor sanitation, teenage 
pregnancy, and child labor. They joked of the 
celebrities in their midst! From The Boda Boda 
Thieves film they concluded youth must be very 
careful when it comes to peer pressure and a desire to 

get money quickly. They all had stories about youth 
who had succumbed to peer pressure and 
“gangsterism” and they made references to the 
contributing factors. They discussed the importance 
of reaching out to parents so that they can support 
their children to join youth groups and take part in 
productive afterschool activities as an alternative. 

  A unifying strategy across many of the groups is 
the collection of data by youth in order to plan for 
change and negotiate with other actors – often the 
State – to implement solutions. Both Prayasam and 
SDI affiliates profile slum settlements, but their 
approaches are slightly different and the youth were 
able to share and reflect on each others strategies, 
achievements, and challenges. In the spirit of 
Learning-by-Doing, the youth went to a settlement in 
Nginalendlovu in Khayelitsha anda settlement 
profiling exercise which was facilitated by 
community members and supporting professionals in 
the South African SDI Alliance. Half the group used 
GPS devices to map the boundary of the settlement, 
while the other half conducted the socio-economic 
profile with the local community, while trying to 
squeeze into all available shade under the awnings of 
shacks. Rogers, a youth member from Kwazulu Natal 
administered the questionnaire with infectious 
enthusiasm and finesse. 

Community members were guided to discuss and 
generate information on their settlement, from the 
origin of its name, to issues of tenure security and 
services, to the biggest challenges facing the 
community. They expressed major concerns with 
water supply, flooding, and crime, but they were 
unanimous that the biggest threat to their community 

at present comes from rats. One 
gentleman explained that his cat was 
eaten by a rat and that children are 

“I taught myself how to share and how to love. 
The River of Life showed me you can solve your 
problems as a group.” 

Lucky, South Africa 

“The film showed that you’re never too young to 
make change.” 

Sefiso, South Africa 

“Statistics might be different from experiences.” 
Sibo, South Africa 
(Sizakuyenza) 
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“…everything in nature has its own reason.” 

Rogers, South Africa 

attacked and one child’s hand was bitten off. It is 
important to note that a problem with rats was not 
amongst the check boxes on the questionnaire. This 
highlighted Rogers’ skill as a profiler and the need to 
allow sufficient time for communities to make less 
structured contributions throughout the profiling 
process. The community was eager for the compiled 
information to be returned to them and the discussion 
about their issues to continue so that they can begin 
to generate solutions. 

 The reflections from one of the youth on his visit 
to Path Out of Poverty (POP) on Goedgedacht Farm 
visit were so poignant. Through a long term, holistic, 
program, POP builds confidence and skills in rural 
youth and offers opportunities for self-advancement 
and for making a real contribution to their own 
communities. Rogers said he was “blown away by 
POP” and that he learned “everything in nature has 
its own reason. You can learn from nature if you’re 
patient. If you watch it, it will teach you.” One could 
argue the same is true for these youth, who clearly 
have so much to teach the world about their realities 
and how they believe change is possible. Within them, 
like nature, the solutions can be found for many of 
the world’s ills. Salim, one of the Indian youth, said 
the way poems and song are used to “manage the 
kids” at the Goedgedacht Farm will really help him to 

strengthen his leadership at the preschool in his 
community, while Kamalika from Saldanha was 
inspired to go back to her community and work with 
small children. 

 On Wednesday the youth visited Sizakuyenza to 
see youth projects, including a recycling project, 
health services, and a women’s home called House of 
Smiles. The local federation designed Sizakuyenza to 
serve as a basket of services for the federation saving 
groups and their wider communities. The recycling 
initiative (Solid Waste Network) provides 
employment for youth and supports the municipality 
to keep the area clean. Many of the youth from South 
Africa and the youth from India were particularly 
interested in the waste project, as they have plans to 
operate waste management businesses of their own. 

At House of Smiles the youth asked many 
questions about the women who live in the shelter 
and whether they were safe from their husbands once 
inside. They were interested to hear about the close 
relationship the center maintains with the police and 
the confidence they place in them. Many of the youth 
harbor suspicions about police, but the House of 
Smiles team has developed a close working 
relationship with them, which makes their premises 
and inhabitants feel secure. 

In the afternoon a youth choir by Ubuhle Bendalo, 

“They come in wrecked and leave as a piece of 
art” 

Sibo, South Africa 
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a youth group of about 90 members based in 
Makhaza, Khayelitsha. The group meets most days 
after school and uses the performing arts to develop 
each other’s artistic skills and address challenges in 
their community. The song, dance, and poetry were 
moving and had a number in the audience trying to 
blink away tears. The youth in Makhaza work hand-
in-hand with the local police to fight crime and youth 
participation in gangs. A police officer gave 
testimony that the settlement has been transformed by 
the presence of the group. For Shikha, from 
Prayasam, the afternoon with Ubuhle Bendalo was 
the highlight of the week – she was infected by the 
group’s vibrancy and wanted to take that energy and 
vibrancy back home. 

Thursday was a day of physical exertion! The day 
began with some training at the Future Champs 
Boxing Gym in Philippi and ended with surfing in 
Muizenberg. The two events highlighted the powerful 
role sports can play in the process of team and 
community building, the humbling and unifying 

effects of learning something 
new, and the power of fun in 
managing some of the stresses 
of daily life. Manish, from 
Prayasam, was inspired to take 
some of the tools of the Future 
Champs (boxing) and Waves of 
Change (surfing) programs back 
to the Sports Academy he is part 
of in India. Many of the youth 
had not seen the ocean before. 
Many could not swim. Yet, they 
surfed! They laughed in the 
“salty water” with their faces 
plastered with white sunscreen 

and fearlessly took on the challenge. 
On the final day of the exchange the youth had a 

reflection on the week and all agreed they had 
become family. With sincerity they told each other 
how much they would miss being together and 
pledged to stay in touch and provide continuous 
support via social media as much as they can. 

The week’s exchange made it very clear that poor 
people don’t have “nothing” at all. Though poor, the 
youth showed they have authenticity, compassion, 
innovation, and commitment to improving their own 
lives and those of their communities. Exchanges such 
as these will inspire changes within individuals and 
communities in ways we cannot possibly predict. But, 
this is the exact strategy (as much as it sits at odds 
with increasingly logframe and indicator obsessed 
NGOs): Bring the people together and let them create 
new knowledge, develop their own insights, reaffirm 
their own value, develop new strategies, and then 
figure out how to implement. 

 
For further information 

sa.sdialliance.blog 
 
 

“And to those who sent me here: I will make 
you proud.” 

Sifiso, South Africa 

“I am not the same person I was 
 before I came here.” 

Patrick, Kenya 
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Launch of Upgrading at Flamingo Crescent with 
Cape Town Mayor Patricia de Lille 

By Yolande Hendler, February 17, 2015   
Authored by CORC 

 
 

Melanie Manuel,  
Coordinator, Informal Settlement Network (ISN): 

 “People said Flamingo Crescent [Upgrading] 
will never happen. But today is here and this is the 
proof that it has happened – one cannot do it alone 
we need to work as a collective!” 

Last week’s upgrading launch at Flamingo 
Crescent informal settlement celebrated the 
completion of re-blocking, installation of water, 
sanitation and electricity services for each of 
Flamingo’s 104 households, the unveiling of 
Flamingo’s first formal street names and opening of 
the settlement’s own crèche, Little Paradise. 
Moreover it marked a milestone in an ongoing 
upgrading process, showcasing what is possible when 
communities, intermediaries, governments and 

stakeholders form partnerships. 
Delegates from community organizations and 

networks, the Mayor of the City of Cape Town, 
delegates from various government departments, 
ward and sub-council politicians, NGOs and support 
organizations gathered in the Lansdowne Civic 
Centre. The re-blocking project is lauded as a 
successful demonstration of community-led, 
participatory planning, collaborative implementation 
and improvement of informal settlements. The 
uniqueness of the project was that despite the 
settlement’s density no one was displaced and grossly 
inconvenienced during the implementation of 
upgrading 104 structures. 
First engagements around Flamingo Crescent  

First engagements began in 2012 after the City of 

 

  
Mayor  Patricia  de  Lille,  with  Flamingo  Crescent  Community  Members,  SA  SDI  Alliance,  PFO’s  and  City  Officials  
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Cape Town signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the SA SDI Alliance around joint community-
led upgrading of 22 informal settlements, of which 
Flamingo Crescent is the third, having built on the 
experiences of Mtshini Wam and Kuku Town. It 
differs from the previous two in the severity of its 
socio-economic challenges – high levels of crime, 
unemployment, violence and poverty. Given these 
circumstances the Alliance’s Informal Settlement 
Network (ISN) facilitated implementation and 
engagement between the City and the community. 

 
Melanie Manuel (Flamingo 
Crescent ISN facilitator) shared, 

“When we started the 
partnership with the City of Cape 
Town in 2011 in Vygieskraal it was 
a day of celebration and no one 
knew the hardships that would lie 
ahead. As time went on we realized 
we fundamentally believe in 
community participation, a bottom 
up approach because we know 
communities understand their 
settlements best.” 
 Flamingo Before Upgrading 

At the launch, the first 
speaker, Councillor Anthea 
Green shared, 
“Since 2012 I have said that 
we need to upgrade Flamingo 
Crescent, despite resistance 
from the rate payers and 
residents’ groups. We were 
committed to work with the 
community, and now this is a 
transformed settlement”. 

Informal settlements not 
only face substandard basic 
services like water, sanitation 
and electricity but are also cut 
off from functions of city 
administration such as 
receiving a residential address. 
The re-blocking project 
allowed the City and the Post 
Office to give Flamingo 
Crescent street names and 

addresses, after the community made this 
requirement upfront in their development plan. 

Gerald Blankenberg, regional director of the Post 
Office, said that the Post Office Act and other 
regulations require the post office to expand 
addresses to underserviced communities. 

“Informal communities are often times socially 
and economically disconnected from basic 
administrative functions, and therefore a residential 
address will give the Post Office an opportunity to 
serve the community with dignity”, he said. 

 

ISN  &  FEDUP  welcome  the  Mayor  to  the  launch  at  Lansdowne  Civic  Centre  

 
Flamingo  Crescent  Community  outside  the  newly  opened  creche  
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In the keynote address, Mayor Patricia de Lille 
emphasized the significant role of Flamingo 
community’s steering committee, the Alliance’s ISN 
and Community Organization Resource Centre 
(CORC) in the success of the project. She, however, 
expressed concern about the slow pace of project 
implementation, emphasizing the need to boost 
municipal and community capacity to ensure the roll 
out of more projects in the City’s 200 informal 
settlements. 

“The aim of re-blocking is the improvement of 
informal settlements while people wait for a housing 
opportunity”, she observed. 
In closing of the ceremony, the Mayor handed over 
certificates of tenure to community members, 
ensuring formal recognition of residence and tenure 
security. 
 
The Impact of Upgrading: Before and After 

Before re-blocking, the community of 405 
residents had access to only 14 chemical toilets (of 

which 7 were serviced) and 2 water taps. There was 
no electricity so that contained fires in tin drums 
dotted the settlement’s dusty pathways. The 
community was especially concerned about the safety 
of its children playing in the busy street. 

Re-blocking restructured 
space in the settlement, opening 
courtyard areas and clearly 
designated access roads, 
enabling the City of Cape Town 
to install individual water, 
sanitation and electricity 
services per household. What 
sets Flamingo apart from 
previous projects are its paved 
pathways, with official road 
names as well as the 
construction of a crèche. 

The community contributed 
20% to the cost of its structures 
through community-based daily 
savings. During the 
implementation phase, 20 jobs 

Before  upgrading  
 

Flamingo  Before  Upgrading  
 

 
Flamingo  Crescent  before  Re-‐blocking  

 

Flamingo  Crescent  after  Upgrading  
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were created through the Expanded Public Works 
Program. 

  
Into the Future: Community voices on  
Partnership and City Fund 

“Since 2010 we have been thinking about 
improvements in our settlement. This is when we got 
in touch with ISN, who introduced us to CORC, and 
we then made a partnership with the City [of Cape 
Town] we explained what we wanted from the city – 
our own taps, toilets and electricity. But we needed to 
come together and draft our own plans,” by Maria 
Matthews, a Flamingo Community Leader. 

Through the SA SDI Alliance the community 
additionally partnered with several organizations. 
iKhayalami supported the community, ISN/FEDUP 
and CORC around training community members and 
top structure construction. The community 
established the re-blocked layout and community-
based maps in partnership with students from Cape 
Peninsula University of Technology and support staff 
from CORC. With the support of Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI, USA) the community 
drew up plans for the crèche. Habitat for Humanity 
South Africa contributed to construction by supplying 
the roof sheets and windows. The Centre for Early 
Childhood Development (CECD) donated funds to 
build the crèche. CECD will also support around the 
training and registration of the crèche. 

From Melanie’s speech it was clear,“This project 
is successful because of the methodologies we use. 
We allow communities to do their own designs. The 
community also made a [financial] contribution [in a 
settlement] where 95% of community members were 

unemployed. How do we change the mind-sets of 
people who are still waiting for adequate housing? 
Let’s change the way we are living now while we are 
waiting for housing to come.” 

As important as settlement improvement is in 
itself, the methodology is just as significant. 
Moreover, Flamingo Crescent serves as a precedent 
for informal settlement upgrading on a larger scale. 
The day ended with the community leading the 
Mayor through their settlement, unveiling Flamingo’s 
new street names and officially opening the Little 
Paradise crèche together. It is Melanie Manuel’s 
closing words that speak of the future: 

 “We need to look at a holistic plan for the metro. 
Let’s look at how we can reach basic services much 
quicker and how we can scale up. The Alliance 
projects do not only focus on reblocking but on basic 
services in every form. The Alliance has designed a 
City Fund with which communities can directly 
access money for upgrading in Cape Town. In 
Flamingo the Aliance’s Community Upgrading 
Finance Facility (CUFF) helped us match the 20% 

  
Mayor,  Patricia  de  Lille  with  Flamingo  Community  

Leader,  Maria  Matthews  

Melanie  Manuel,  ISN  Co-‐ordinator  in  Flamingo  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Before  upgrading  –  no  no  creche  
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Newly  named  street  in  Flamingo  

that each community member contributed to their 
structure. This kind of facility on a city-level will go 
a long way – we challenge the City to continue 
partnering with us and match our contributions in the 
City Fund!” 
 

For further information 
ｓa.sdi.alliance.blog 

 

 

Insde  view  of  creche  

  
Official  Opening  of  Little  Paradise  Creche  in  

Flamingo  Crescent  
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CORC Planner Honored with SAPI Young Planner Award 
 

 
Sizwe Mxobo, a planner at the Community 
Organisation Resource Centre (CORC) received the 
South African Planning Institute’s (SAPI) Young 
Planner Award in October 2014. In speaking about 
his work as a planner with community movements 
affiliated to the SA SDI Alliance, Sizwe explains, 
“An important aspect for me is exploring what public 
participation means in planning and informal 
settlement upgrading.” 

In early 2014 SAPI released a call for 
nominations for successful young planners and 
announced its bi-annual summit in Durban titled 
“Planning Africa” from 19 – 22 October 2014. 
Nominations were submitted under various categories, 
one of which was the Young Planner award – to be 
made out to a “bright young planner (under the age of 
35) for his/ her exemplary achievements and 
promising for the future in the planning profession as 
well as his/her contribution to the promotion of the 
planning profession” (SAPI). 

 
The SAPI Awards  

The SAPI National Planning Awards were 
established in 2008 to recognize and create a strong 
awareness of the valuable contributions and 
extraordinary performance in all aspects of the 
planning profession. The awards are an opportunity 

to appreciate the efforts and contributions of many 
planners in shaping the built environment, promoting 
sustainable development and maintaining the 
integrity of good planning practice amidst competing 
development interests and challenging situations. 

 
Planning in the SA SDI Alliance 

Sizwe has been working with CORC since 2011, 
providing technical support, often in informal 
settlement upgrading initiatives, ranging from 
community mobilization, capacity building, assisting 
settlements with preparing development plans or 
engaging City officials around service delivery issues. 

In 2012, Sizwe project managed the upgrading 
and re-blocking of Mtshini Wam informal settlement 
in Cape Town. The project set a precedent for 
informal settlement upgrading, at local and national 
level whereby the City of Cape Town used it as a 
benchmark to deliver a re-blocking policy. It was also 
awarded an Impumelelo Gold Award in 2013. Since 
then Sizwe has spearheaded 3 other upgrading and 
re-blocking projects in the City. Sizwe’s work has 
also focussed on Langrug informal settlement near 
Franschoek in the Western Cape. Through deep 
engagement with the community Sizwe assisted 
CORC and the community in devising a palette of 
informal settlement upgrading strategies. The 

planning of Langrug was awarded 
the SAPI National Award in the 
Community Category. 

  
Planning reblocked Layout in  
Mtshini Wam informal settlement, 
Milnerton 

Why Planning?  
When tracing his steps as a 

planner, Sizwe links his interest in 
participatory, community based 
planning to his roots. 

“I was born and raised in an 
informal settlement and still live in 
one. I have always wondered what 
it would take to transform an 
informal settlement. When I saw 
the first housing developments in 
Samora and Delft I asked myself 

 

On  site  in  Flamingo  Crescent  Informal  Settlement  
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why people had to move away from their current 
locations and amenities. Why could changes not 
happen where people lived?” 

Sizwe’s fascination with community development 
– particularly how informal communities could be 
transformed to formal settlements – inspired him to 
study Town and Regional Planning. He remembers 
that although informality was addressed by the 
curriculum it largely focused on how to move from a 
shack to a house. 

“My biggest attraction has always been how 
planning principles can be used in informal 
settlements. When I was planning chairperson we 
took students to Nyanga and explored what in-situ 
upgrading is about. I learnt that my interest in 
fighting for people who are generally not considered 
by planning institutions – landless people in urban 
areas – is called advocate planning. Others did not  

always understand my approach to planning. 
Through working at CORC I found my feet and 
understood what planning is for me. Winning this 

award has been a further confirmation. We are no 
longer talking the language of eradication of informal 
settlements but of upgrading” 

 
In Nyanga, Cape Town 

A different approach to Planning 
“In the ever-changing role of a 

planner, I think a key element for 
planners is to ensure the relationship 
between people and land. Public 
participation should be more than 
drawing up plans and asking for a 
community’s approval. It should be 
about supporting people to come up 
with their own development plans for 
their communities” 

As a profession planning is rapidly 
transforming. Most urban policies 
developed in South Africa focus 
extensively on community 
participation. Both the National 
Development Plan (NDP) and 
Upgrading of   Informal Settlements 
Program (UISP) talk about community 
participation as a central tenet for 
development. However, government 
has also identified this as a missing 
link and capacity both within the 
municipal and private sector. Most 
recently, the National Upgrading 
Support Program (NUSP) has floated 
tenders in 49 different municipalities 
to develop community based plans. 
Clearly, community participation in 
the planning sector is the need of the 
hour.  

For further information： 
sa.sdialliance/blog 

 

In  Kuku  Town  informal  settlement  with  community  
leader  Verona  Joseph  

 

SAPI  Award  Ceremony  in  Durban,  Oct  2014  
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Discussing  Plans  with  Flamingo  Crescent  Community  Steering  Committee  

 

With  Kuku  Town  Steering  Committee,  Kensington  
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SEVANATHA and Community Contracts 
 

 
SEVANATHA has facilitated completion of 44 
Community Contracts (CCs) by the Community 
Development Councils (CDCs) of Urban Poor 
Communities in Colombo within a two year period. 

Under the currently implemented Community 
Empowerment Project, financially supported by the 
UK Aid through Homeless International (HI), 
SEVANATHA has achieved a number of targeted 
outputs within its time frame. This project is 
implemented in collaboration with the Colombo 
Municipal Council and the Sri Lanka Women’s 
Development Cooperative Society (Women’s Coop). 
The project period is from March, 2011 to March, 
2015. 

It is very encouraging to place on record that the 
CDCs formed and renewed under this project in 
Urban Poor Communities in the City of Colombo 
was given adequate training to undertake Community 
Contracts by the CDCs.  

The training and technical support for this activity 
was provided by SEVANATHA which has initiated 
pioneering work on Community Contracts in Sri 
Lanka. The empowered CDCs within a short period 
of time got ready to undertake Community Contact 
by opening up their bank account, identifying the 
necessary skilled persons within the community or its 
vicinity and sharing responsibilities by the CDC 
Leaders for initiating constriction works of their own 
communities.  

SEVANATHA’s Technical officer has provided 
necessary drawings/ Plans, BOQs and other support 
such as getting the approval of CMC District Office 
for the construction works. SEVANATHA has then 

signed an agreement with each CDC to handover the 
relevant Community Contact to the CDCs. The 
project funds were mobilized based on CC contract 
agreement in installments against the construction 
progress achieved by the CDCs. 

Some elements of the completed CCs are as 
followed.  

•   Types of CCs: Toilets and bath rooms, Inner 
Access roads, Drains & Open Drainage, retaining 
Walls, Community Centers, Electricity & Water 
supply 

•   Normal Time Duration Per CC: 45 days - 60 
days 

•   Project Cost Per CC: LKR 200,000 - LKR 
300,000 (US$1,495-US$2,247) 

•   Partner Contribution: SEVANATHA, CDCs 
(Labor), Municipal Councils, Women’s Coop and 
other institutions. 

The CC Method can be identified as unique 
community empowerment tool where by the 
Community Leaders gain confidence in handling 
project funds, managing construction activities and 
lots of other experiences such as maintaining proper 
records and operating bank accounts by themselves. 
Improved community unity and team work are other 
direct benefits to the communities in handling CCs.  

 

Contribution for the CCs 
US$=134SLR 

Contribution of Project 
Funds LKR 8,957,243 US$66,945 
Community 
Contribution LKR 1,144,200 US$  8,552 
CMC’s Contribution LKR    669,200 US$  5,000 
Other (Women’s Bank) LKR     80,000 US$     598 

Total Contribution LKR10,850,643 US$81,096 

 

No of CCs completed by the CDCs 

Type of CCs No completed 

Community Toilets and bath rooms 23 

Drains improvement  11 

Improvement of Inner Access Roads 03 

Construction of Retaining Walls 02 

Community Halls 03 

Laying of New Sewer Lines 01 

Electricity connection for the 
settlement  

01 

Total 44 
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Some examples of Completed CCs 

   

 
No 90T Settlement, Temple Road, Modara in Colombo 15 (CMC District 4);  

Construction of a new community toilet unit and one bath room 
 

   

 
No 312 Settlement, K. Siril C Perera Mavatha, Blumandal Road in Colombo 05 (CMC District 1);  

construction of a retaining wall on the canal bank and Repair the existing four community toilet units,  
two bath rooms 
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No 300/8 Settlement, Samagipura in Colombo 05 (CMC District 4) ; Construction of new two community 

toilet units and one bath room 

   

 
Improvement of inner access road and storm water 

drainage system at No. 478/2, K.Cyril C. Perera 
Avenue in Colombo-13.( CM 

 

 
 
 
 

For further information: 
SEVANATHA  

Urban Resource Centre Address 
102/2, Koswatta Road, 

Nawala, Rajagiriya, 
Sri Lanka. 

www.sevanatha.org.lk 
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